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Quonset huts and garage, -

jon in Lebanon Township:

GORGEOUS RANCH ON 17+ ACRES

This is one home you will not want to miss!!! This
immaculate, 3-bedroom, 2-bath home lies on more than
17 acres of woods and fields. It is spacious, and well lit
by natural light from the skylights in the kitchen and living
room. The master bath is tiled and a jetted tub is waiting
for you! The setting and surroundings are gorgeous. Make
an appointment today to see this beauty before it's gone.
Ref# 5226.$375,000

Your ¢
Lake

ne 200 ft on Paupacken

bedrooms, 2.5 baths,

om balcony overlook

oom on the first floor and

a Znagxgarage a wrap-around

me has it all-the only thing missing
ble Ref# 5225 $499,900.

b/
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COUNTRY COLONIAL

Beautiful Country Colonial located |n’Cherry Ridge! A
prestigious 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home with a large eat-
in kitchen, 'spacious living room with hardwood floors,

. office/den and a 1st floor laundry room. Between

e oversized attached 2-car garage and kitchen is an
enclosed breezeway. Enjoy the lovely view off your
covered front porch or relax in the pool out back!! Ref#
5259 $289,900

THREE-BEDROOM
RANCH IN HONESDALE

Make an appointment today to's(}e this spacious 3-

bedroom, 1.5-bath ranch home in" a quiet Honesdale

neighborhood. This house is well maintained and has

central air conditioning and central vacuum. Close to

town yet away from the hustle and bustle. Enjoy gorgeous
from your living room. Ref# 5250 $259,000

BEAUTIFUL 50-ACRE HORSE FARM

This unique property with home and horse pastures is
definitely worth a look! A private lane leads to a 2-story
farmhouse with a Pennsylvania bluestone exterior. This
19503{almhouse has been totally and tastefully renovated
on the interior: Knotty pine adds a rustic flair while cathedral
ceilings in the living room and Pennsylvania bluestone
fireplace are very |mp|’esswe There are 3 bedrooms and 2
baths, an enormous screened-in front porch that is great for
entertaining guests and for admiring the view to the 5-stall
horse stables. The pastureland has been professionally
fenced in for horses and boasts a 2-3 acre pond with woods
and stream. Call today!! Ref# 2760 $587,000

LOVELY HOMESITE ON 5.75

Build your new home on this 5.75-acre parce

Damascus Township in the Indian Rocks Development.
Enjoy magnificent views and a pond with streams nearby.
This land borders a large horse farm and is only minutes
from the Delaware River. The driveway and septic design

is included. Includes underground electric, telephone and

cable. Ref# 2755 $89,000

RAISED COUNTRY RANCH

This raised ranch boasts a remodeled kitchen, dining and
living areas on lower level, with 4 bedrooms on the 2nd
floor. A large deck and rec. room is great for entertaining
and enjoying beautiful views of the countryside! Ref#
5260 $155,000

island. The kitchen, L/R, and-D/R h
foyer has a slate ﬂoomREtreat to
relax in the garden tub. Ref# 5234 $28

COUNTRY ROAD TAKE ME HOME!

This is country living at it's best! This renovated home
offers 3 BR, 2BA a MBR on the 1st floor, a basement
with 2 outside entrances, a covered porch, several
patios and decks. There is a 3-car garage and a small
barn being used as a workshop. This magnificent private

setting featuring seasonal stream, pond, fields, apple
trees and charming stonewalls. This is perfect for horses,
snowmobiles, ATV’s, or just to relax & enjoy the views.

Your Country Dream awaits! Ref# 5270 $264,500

HISTORIC BETHANY HOME

Beautifully maintained and carefully restored 2-ston
Federal home. This quaint residence offers up 3
bedrooms, 3 baths, basement utility room and deck off
the dining room. A working fireplace in the living room ang
architecturally elegant moldings are a few fine features

The carriage house would make a convenient garage or
- studio space. Ref# 5256 $189,000

—

QUAINT 1890°S HOME IN SEELYVILLE

This 2%-story home is located just outsi 9e of Honesdale
in the quaint village of Seelyville. It offers plenty of privacy
nestled in the woods down a long pnvate lane. The
kitchen, living room and dining area are on the first floor
along with 1 full bath. On the second floor are 3 bedrooms.
The attic is partially ﬂn‘|§hed; and would make a great little
office. Make arrangements to see this home soon! Ref#
5263 $119,500 s

GORGEOUS BI-LEVEL MINUTES
FROM ELK MOUNTAIN

‘immaculate’ when describing this

ével home. Nestled on a 2.6 acre parcel this

, 2.5 bath beauty boasts an Eat-In Kitchen with

A rea Living Room and a Master Bedroom with its

W Bath. The Family Room, Den/Office and a half bath

e on the Lower Level. The garage/barn is a plus. Bring

horse! ELK MOUNTAIN SKIRESORT is only minutes
away. Ref# 5271 $310,000

PICTURESQUE COLONIAL
FARMHOUSE ON 13 ACRES

This is a Wayne County setting at it's best. This lovely well
maintained Colonial Farmhouse on 13 + acres with wide
stream, barn and detached 2-car garage, is waiting for you!
Ablend of picturesque open meadows and woods, it is a
picture-perfect home you will absolutely fall in love with!
This 3-bedroom, 2-bath home features hardwood floors, a
fireplace and woodstove. Make an appointment today with
one 9f our agents to view. Ref#t 2753 $459,900

BEACH LAKE

ach Lake offers 3 bedrooms and
ra room to grow! The formal
gplace insert and just off that
at is not enough room the
d space used as a third
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WATER THAT MOVES 'I'!';‘ll.l'I

Heating

Please visit our showroom for all your home beautification needs.
Showroom Hours:
Monday—Friday 8 am—5 pm
Thursday until 8 pm and Saturday 9 am-1 pm
150 Jefferson Street, Monticello, NY 12701 ¢ 845-794-5900

commercial ¢ residential * contractor * homeowner
plumbing ¢ heating ¢ electrical * pumps ¢ water works ¢ hvac
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'MIKE PREIS INC.
Jnsurance Ugency

O

>

Auto * Home * Business ¢ Life « Annuities
Long-Term Care * Group Life & Health

Call one of our offices for advice you can trust.

Callicoon * 845-887-4210
Jeffersonville * 845-482-5510
Narrowsburg ¢ 845-252-3953

Roscoe * 607-498-4301

STAY WARM THIS WINTER

RON LENZ @& rppy;

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING, INC. s Hard T Stop A Trane®

LOCAL TRANE DEALER

SALES & SERVICE OF:
HEAT PUMPS + OIL & GAS HEATING SYSTEMS
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING * SHEET METAL WORK
INDOOR AIR QUALITY CONTROL

570-729-8533

S&M AUTO SALES

1175 RTE. 52, LOCH SHELDRAKE, NY « 845-436-9447

Tas e
Cars, Trucks & SUVs
from $2 495

GARAGE
18'x21' All Metal ¢ 3,845 Installed *+ 10-Year Warranty

"FINANCING HELP AVAILABLE"

¢«°‘°Rent-A-Dumpster W

Now is the time to clean out that attic, basement,
garage or homesite! Dumpsters are also great for
that remodeling job or building project.
CALL Our Friendly Customer Service Today

ull-Service Waste Removal Company
» Commercial * Residential « Industrial * Recycling Services

aste Management of Beach Lake
Beach Lake Transfer

Open to the publlc
Recyicing drop-off (available on premises)
e Contractors welcome °
* Accepting MSW and C&D Waste °

10-30
Cubic Yards,

g

S R R T T R PR N TR A T

g "["ﬁ R A R AR R L R
e Financing is available to qualified customers through Kubota Credit Corporation U.S.A.
\ U

I< Jborq‘ For product or dealer information, visit www.kubota.com

5\ u ©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2007

2

o

' The Kubota RTV1100 is the first utility vehicle !
“lo feature the protection, comfort, and quietness of a factory-installed
Premium Grand Cab. It combines the luxury of a standard air-conditioner, heater
and defroster with the rugged, hard-working durability you expect from a Kubota 24.8 HP diesel engine.
Not wind, not heat, not rain, not snow — nothing can stop you from being comfortable and productive.

Weather or not — go beyond the elements.

« Fuel 0il - Heating

[ ]
- Kerosene Systems sA
- Budget Plans * Plumbing
- Burner Service * Price Cap Plan

845/482-4192

OFFICE RT 52 YOUNGSVILLE

JS Electric

Serving Sullivan County

HEAT * LIGHT - POWER

Residential / Commerical

845-252-7461

Residential / Commercial |

e i
5'?-’ Electric

James A. Sackett
Licensed Electrical Contractor

845-252-7461
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7 A Country Home Away from Home
The Old North Branch Inn reborn

By DOROTHY HARTZ

'I 'I Flying Fingers

Knitting for relaxation and pleasure

TRR photo by Tom Lasher

By MARCIA NEHEMIAH Section editor Mary Greene
'I 5 How Long Can You Stay? Dear Reader
Creating a cozy guest room “I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone struc-
By LESLIE RUTKIN ture of the landscape... Something waits beneath it—the
whole story doesn’t show.”
The Best Seat in the H()use So wrote the painter Andrew Wyeth, that master of
Creatin ga home theatre browns and whites in the terrain. At this time of year, we
By MARCIA NEHEMIAN get to tumble in the wild beauty of fall, when the world
seems crisp and alive with bright October blues and a
blanket of leaves. Later, as the season progresses, we have
23 Room for One More the opportunity to notice simpler, quieter beauties—a
sheen of ice on the pond, shades of new snow against a

Tips for adopting a pet through your local animal shelter
By EMILY GRILLO

winter-pink sky. Perhaps we become more reflective, slow-
ing down with the season, taking time to consider what is

. . happening beneath the surface of our lives.
2 5 The Inventlve Pumpkln This is a great time of year to focus on hearth and home,
Experiment with fall's flavorful fruit and this edition of OQur Country Home can help you do
By NANCY DYMOND just that. Here, you will get ideas for creating a guest bed-
room so that best friend Susie or Uncle Howard can come
29 Hills Afire and Ripening Tomatoes to stay (not to mention the grandkids or Annie’s college
friends). We guide you in the creation of a home gym to

Fall gardening hints

make working off all the winter calories easy and accessi-
By WILL CONWAY

ble. And for the adventurous, we give ideas for establishing

Th V. f th T . a comfortable home theatre to entertain friends and family
] € view irom € Irain through the long winter nights. All of these projects can
Honesdale's Stourbridge Lion makes tracks for fall be done on a limited budget, relying on advice and mate-
By SHEILA DUGAN rials from your local suppliers. For inspiration (and those

overflow guests), take a ride up to North Branch, NY to see

33 Walking the Walk what Victoria Lessor has done with the Old North Branch

. k inside the h Inn, our cover feature.
Creunng a workouf room Inside the home We can also get you started on the knitting you have
By CYNTHIA 0. TOLIVER

always wanted to learn, or on some great pumpkin crafts

. and recipes to try for the Halloween and Thanksgiving fes-
3 5 MOdular HOUSlng tivities. The Stourbridge Lion train rides in Honesdale, PA
Is it for you? (“Home of the American Rail Road”) provide fun for the
By CHARLES PETERSHEIN whole family through the year—be sure to check out their
fall foliage tours or their special masked-man run. And if
37 It’s All in the Details you decide that this is the Fime to open up your home toa
. Lo shelter dog or cat, we provide some beginning tips as well
No Loose Ends provides worry-free home organization as community resources to get you started.
By CASS COLLINS If you are looking for a home and are considering a

modular unit, we provide a comparison between that
and a traditional stick-built house. And for those who are
busy—too busy—playing city mouse and country mouse,
sweat it no more. Ron Lee’s Wurtsboro, NY company,
No Loose Ends, will take care of all the niggling bother-

Cover: The Old North Branch Inn in North Branch. NY. some details of owning two homes. And, for the gardeners
' among you who know that gardening season never really
Cover phOtO by Danielle Gaebel. ends, we provide some tips on how to get the most from

your autumn yard.
So, what are you waiting for? There’s lots to do—Ilots of
adventures waiting.

We Want Your Home

If you have a unique country home and would like to see it featured in this
special section, e-mail marygreene@riverreporter.com or call 845/252-7414. %
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DO IT CENTER
Distributors of Quality Bulldlng Supphes

Alside Vinyl Products, U.S. Plastic Lumber,
Superseal Vinyl Windows, Survivo#: mel Windows,
Weathershield Windows, T herm Tru Doors,

Fabral Metal Roofing, Atas Commercial Metal Roofing,
Seamless Gutters, Dietrich Metal Wall Systems,

Dow Foam Insulation, Guardian Fiberglass Insulation, Cedar,

Pressure Treated and Common Lumber and Wood Sidings,
DeWalt Power Tools, Do’Tt'Best Paint, Hardware and More

Call Today For The Quote
On Your Next Building Project

(845) 985-7693 » Fax: (845) 985-7697

Web: www.supbldsup.com
FREE DELIVERY -~ | ”VE
Open Mon.-Fr1. ’til 5 PM., Sat. ’t1l 1 P.M. : :
Rte. 55, Mutton Hill Rd., Neversink, N.Y. 12765
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A Country
Home Away

from Home
The Old North Branch
Inn reborn

By DOROTHY HARTZ

All that and more has recently resusci-
tated a historic structure in bucolic western
Sullivan County, The Old North Branch
Inn. The emphasis is on “old,” for the cur-
rent owner'’s proud insistence on preserva-
tion wherever possible, and even, it seems,
impossible. “We should all look this good
after 150 years,” she says of the original
wood floor, smooth as satin after reclama-
tion from decades of tarpaper and carpet.

Contributed photos

Lesser’s living area in The Old North Branch Inn prior to renovation (above) and after renovation (below).

Victoria Lesser is making local history, not
only by adding her name to a list of innkeep-
ers—Spafford, Schlicting, Hoffman, among
others, leading back to the building’s construc-
tion in 1868—but by assuring the continuity
of history through her gift of new life for the
landmark Main Street building, last open to the
public in the early 1980s.

The new Old North Branch Inn is now in busi-
ness, housing a visitors’ B & B, but also provid-
ing aneighborhood destination in Baxter’s Juice
Bar and Café, where folks can linger over morn-
ing newspapers and coffee (organic, brewed in
a French press), or where kids can gather after
school to do homework over a snack. A large
wooden table encourages community, as does
a plump circular sofa and, in good weather,
the front porch, but quiet nooks for reading
are also available. Lesser is considering host-
ing movie and game nights, and she is open to
other suggestions from the public. More formal,
catered events such as weddings and private
parties can be arranged, given the professional
kitchen, and, for the future, an old pool is being

revisioned as a covered, rain-or-shine farm
market. For the present, local vendors already
dominate the café’s offerings—pastries by Flour
Power and Little Miss Muffin, and light hot fare
from Pika’s Quiches. Ziggy's Dog Treats are
also available, endorsed by the pets with whom
Lesser shares her apartment on the premises—
pub Baxter, for whom the juice bar is named,
and Roxie, an inquisitive Great Dane.

An open house in August allowed visitors
to preview the accommodations, browse for
antiques in the still functional two-lane, hand-
set bowling alley and sample the pastries in
the café, which boasts both a gorgeous deco
bar from the 1939 World’s Fair and high speed
internet. Original accoutrements and memora-
bilia speed connection to the past as well, to an
era when the inn, complete with barbershop,
was a centerpiece of North Branch's quiet but
flourishing hospitality trade. Upstairs, the four
guest rooms, all with spacious private baths,
are beautifully and sometimes whimsically
appointed with vintage finds from local antique
dealers and artisans, as well as with art and

continued on page 8
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A Country Home Away from Home continued from page 7
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Contibuted phot
The Old North Branch Inn, North Branch, NY. R

ats,

The Inn has four fully furnished guest bedrooms, each with a private bath.

“Some people just assumed
the building would be taken
down, but how could I
do that? Handmade nails.
Hand-hewn timber. I'm pre-
serving it for North Branch.
People who came here to
the barbershop or the bar or
bowling alley can bring their
grandchildren, and now they
can have memories, too. It’s
my investment in learning
how to live a good life.”

—Victoria Lesser

mementos from the proprietor’s colorful other life.

Lesser relocated to Sullivan County in 2004 from Key
West, FL, where, over a period of 30 years, she turned a
smallleather businessinto afast track career asaclothing
and interior stylist. Although she has no formal training
in design, she does have a pedigree. One ancestor worked
for Christian Dior and one was a tailor for Nicholas II,
the last czar of Russia. When it's time to work, Lesser
imagines her grandfather’s hands cutting fabric. This
act of homage has helped her to create celebrity garb—
Bill Cosby’s silk pajamas, the very same ones we've seen
on The Cosby Show, and Bee Gee Maurice Gibb’s boots,
fashioned from originals worn by John Lennon. She has
also designed for country music’s Barbara Mandrell and
Aerosmith’s Steven Tyler and, locally, for the ongoing
renovation of Roscoe’s Antrim Lodge. Prior to renovat-
ing the Old North Branch Inn, she purchased and refur-
bished two smaller houses in the county. Lesser’s attach-
ment to the area grew out of childhood summers spent in
Loch Sheldrake, NY with her family, student life in 1967
at a brand new Sullivan County Community College
and, later, her young son’s enthusiasm for Camp Swago
in nearby Damascus, PA. When life in the fast lane as
a celebrity stylist took its toll and a changing Key West
no longer provided the sense of community she'd once
enjoyed, it was time to turn to the simple life, and Sul-
livan County called her home.

Restoration of buildings has also meant restoration
of Victoria Lesser’s spirit. Her daily wish for “patience,
understanding and tolerance,” as well as her appetite
for hard physical labor, have been served with count-
less opportunities, as anyone who has ever picked up a
hammer could attest. “Tlaughed when aneighborhood kid
asked if T was retired,” she recalls. She welcomes visitors
of all ages to drop in to see her results and especially old-
timers to share their stories. “I've been given this talent
to use in the service of restoration. I love being here, and
I hope to be an inspiration to others, who maybe think
they can’t do it.” When Lesser bought the building, the
only draw to Main Street was the post office. Today, she is

continued on page 9
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A Country Home Away from Home continued from page 8

hopeful that, given commitment and
investment in local networking, the
hamlet of North Branch could enjoy
a revival of its glory days, many of
which, at least in autumn, centered
around the cider mill, a fragrant fea-
ture of rural heritage popular with
locals and tourists alike, no longer
in operation. Lesser’s faith in the
possible comes from her own experi-
ence. “In order for the inn to retain
its value, I have to be the business. I
have to live here. So here I am, sell-
ing coffee and inviting strangers into
my house. And by restoring instead
of tearing down, I'm honoring all the
people who worked on it in the past.
I'm keeping their memory alive.”
Indeed sheis. Throughout this proj-
ect and others, Lesser has employed
exclusively local craftsmen, most of
whom have personal associations
with the sites where they work. Calli-
coon carpenter Teb Fink, for instance,
found his grandfather’s and uncle’s
names written on a wall during reno-
vation of one of Lesser’s other houses.
A thread of connection runs to this
reporter as well. My mother, a Jersey
girl, vacationed in North Branch in
the late 1930s and early ‘40s, first
meeting my father at the Hortonville

Firemen's Field Day while staying
at “Mrs. Carroll's” in North Branch.
I've forgotten the exact location of
that particular boarding house, but,
growing up, I would picture my par-
ents dropping in to the big old inn in
the middle of Main Street, easing into
their courtship over his beer and her
ginger ale. Now, more than 60 years
later, I see them more vividly than
ever, thanks to Victoria Lesser. “I'm
rewarded when locals call or visit to
thank me for what I'm doing,” she
says. “Some people just assumed the
building would be taken down, but
how could I do that? Handmade nails.
Hand-hewn timber. I'm preserving it
for North Branch. People who came
here to the barbershop or the bar or
bowling alley can bring their grand-
children, and now they can have
memories, too. It's my investment in
learning how to live a good life.”

The Old NorthBranchInnislocated
at 869 North Branch Road, North
Branch, NY 12766, approximately 15
minutes from Bethel Woods Center
for the Arts and minutes from the
recreational Upper Delaware River.
Visit www.theoldnorthbranchinn.com
or call 845/482-5925.

’ el

Contributed photos

Victoria Lesser, with Baxter and Roxie, relax in the lounge area of Baxter’s Juice Bar and Café.

BUCK MOORHEAD

ARCHITECT
RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL,

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN - RENOVATIONS
NEW CONSTRUCTION - LAND PLANNING

CALLICOON, NY - 212-343-2735
BUCK@BUCKMOORHEADARCHITECT.COM

N
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Domesticities
The Cutting Garden

% Affordable Antiques,

Gifts & Accessories

for the Home and Garden

4055 Rte. 52, Youngsville, NY
845-482-3333
www.thecuttinggarden.org

Open Friday through Sunday

ROADWAY

Visit our Boutique for Design Services,
Furniture, Lighting and Accessories

364 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 845-794-1440
Open Weekends 11 am - 5 pm www.broadwayhome.com
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MOBILE HOME OWNERS

AREYOU READY
FORWINTER?

e emy| | GIANT

Construction Corp. MOBILE HOME

Narrowsburg, NY SERVICE
(845) 252-7469 * Doors * Heat Tapes °
. * Insulated Windows °
New Construction « Skirting & Plumbing °
Renovatl_ons Sales, Service & Accessories
Excavating Since 1975
A Monticello, NY

* Boiler Cleanings
* Plumhing f.iin
* Installation
* Repairs 5

Insured
Professional
Will Return All Phone Calls

Jay Ahnstrom
15 Gempler Lane, Jeffersonuille, NY

845-798-0032

Narrowsburg
Electric

Serving Sullivan County
ano PA area

25 Years Experience

AlL Forvus of
Electrical Work

Cleawn, Courteous § Honest

Richard Maloney 845-252-6640

Dry Creek Products, Inec.
Time to stock up on wood pellets.
¢ 100% Pure Wood Fiber
* Meets Premium Pellet Standards
¢ Safe, Clean, Convenient
* Environmentally Friendy ® Energy Efficient
Call for Pick-up or Delivery.
Distributed by:

COCHECTON MILLS, INC.

30 Depot Road, Cochecton, NY
NY Phone: 845-932-8282 or PA Phone: 570-224-4144

RTV900

A Whole New Breed of Utility Vehicle

Finally, a utility vehicle huilt as tough
as a tractor: The Kuhota RTU900

* 21.6 HP diesel engine — Run, climb and haul all day long

* Hydrostatic power steering — Maneuver in the roughest
terrain with ease -

* Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) — 3-range Tractor tough
transmission for extra torque Y

* Hydraulic wet disc brakes — Smooth, consistent braking Kubota smart

* Hydraulic lift (Worksite and Turf Models) — 1,100 Ib. cargo bed capacity

* Ground-hugging suspension — Fully independent front and semi-independent
rear suspension

JEFFERSONVILLE GARAGE

4992 State Route 52 « Jeffersonville, NY 12748 « 845-482-5321

LY Y EVERYTHING YOU VALUE e www.kubota.com &

“A? LIST REALTY

Where (o« Dreams come True

845-583-5700
we---uy - BUILD - seLL

www.alistrealtyonline.com

Go with Proven Success
High 2uatity Modular Homes <ew. 2,,,,,

THINDER
A Little Country...A Whole Lotta Fun!

Listen weekdays from 5:30 to 9 a.m.

1021FM 107.7FM 94.1FM 94.9 FM

MUNDER.
Kigmsrecs 12

IEBOLD
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Flying Fingers

Knitting for relaxation and pleasure

By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

It's my compulsion—a passion that
satisfies my need for the pleasures of
color, pattern and texture, my fingers
sighing with the exquisite sensuality
of touch. This isn’t an unspeakable or
illicit desire. It's knitting.

Since the summer of my seventh
year when my mother taught me to
knit, and then to purl, and then to
cast on, and then to cast off, and I
somewhat successfully produced my
first handmade object, a lopsided but
treasured navy blue scarf, knitting
has been an integral part of my days,
a way to meditate, unwind, center
myself. I am never without a project,
and sometimes work on multiple proj-
ects simultaneously, whether it's a
sweater, afghan, purse, socks or other
whimsies such as wrist warmers and
necklaces.

I have lived through the dry times,
when knitting stores in my neighbor-
hood closed shop and buying yarn,
needles and books was difficult, if not
impossible. But the ranks of knitters
are growing again. Some four mil-
lion people (both women and men)
in the United States have taken up
knitting since 2003, according to a
July article in The New York Times.
Young knitters in their 20s and 30s,
perhaps inspired by the availability of
unusual new yarns made from exotic
fibers like bamboo or fur, are not only
knitting from patterns in Vogue
Knitting or Interweave Knits, but
are executing elaborate original pat-
terns and designs and swapping ideas
online in blogs and on Podcasts.

Knitting for the home

Knitting for the home is a growing
trend and an excellent way for begin-
ning knitters to learn various rudi-
mentary techniques, since thingslike
pillows, rugs, curtains, afghans and
washcloths do not require the more
advanced skills of shaping for arm-
holes and shoulders in garments.

One of the pleasures of knitting,
whether you make garments for
yourself or your home, is the origi-
nality you bring to your creation.
Although when you knit, you follow
a pattern very closely (no ad libbing
here!), it is in the choice of yarn that
the piece takes on its unique char-
acter. As your skills advance, you
can combine colors and textures;
frequently, your creation will look
nothing like the pattern you follow
because of your unique choices of
material, nor will the finished prod-
uct be a mass-produced item you've
had to settle for.

A popular trend in the knitting
world is felting, technically known
as “fulling,” a process of loosely knit-
ting an object using yarn spun from
one hundred percent wool or other
animal fibers and then throwing
the finished piece into the washing
machine. The hot water, soap and
agitation of the machine cause the
fibers of the wool to bind together
and the piece shrinks (on purpose!),
resulting in matted fabric perfect
for rugs, placemats and matching
napkin rings, a tea cozy, coasters,
potholders, pillows and bowls (yes,
bowls). More advanced projects for
the home include lacy curtains, cur-
tain tie-backs, slipcovers, bedspreads,
bed canopies and lampshade covers.

Finding a teacher

You may have an image of an
ambidextrous woman with fingers
flying at lightening speed in a tangle
of yarn that looks like spaghetti. But
once someone shows you how to knit,
you will see that, with a little practice
and guidance, you'll be able to make
anything, even the most complicated
multicolored design, with two simple
stitches—knit and purl.

Three shops strategically located
in the Upper Delaware region are
venues where you can connect with
women who are eager to teach begin-
ners and to help more experienced
knitters refine their craft. The shops
are a sensuous feast of luxurious
novelty yarns you just have to touch,

ranging from cashmeres to microfi-
bers that knit up like a dream, as well
as yarn staples like wool and wool
blends, mohairs and acrylics. Brows-
ing both the yarns and the pattern
books will give you lots of ideas and
inspiration.

At the heart of each shop are the
proprietors.

Susan Gross, a self-declared
“yarnoholic,” presides over her
Monticello, NY shop, Knit One
NeedlepointToo(845/791-5648),
where she offers free knitting, crochet
and needlepoint instructions with
any purchase. She hosts a Stitch and
Chat with free help and refreshments
on Thursday evenings from 5:00 to
6:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 10:30
a.m. to 12:00 noon. The shop also
accepts donations of yarn for Proj-
ect Linus and gives a five dollar store
credit for every five pounds of yarn
donated.

Jill Deal is the soul of jilldeal,
inc on Broad Street in Milford,
PA (570/409-9276). Aside from
the breathtaking array of yarns in
the shop, you can also participate
in workshops or attend the Sit and
Knit not only for technical support
but emotional support of a number
of women getting together and par-
ticipating in an ancient handicraft.
Call the shop for details on upcoming
classes.

You will find Carla Guiffrida, an
accomplished knitter, weaver, spin-
ner and dyer, in the Crafts Corner of
Four Corners for Artful Living
on Main Street in Narrowsburg,
NY (845-252-3688).

Guiffrida loves “to share her
knowledge and help others find the
joy and meditative benefits of cre-
ating beautiful things with fiber.”
Beautiful yarns, a multitude of pat-
terns and all the supplies for knitting
and crocheting are available in the
shop.

Guiffrida teaches classes for adults
and children at Four Corners. Drop
in with your knitting questions or
your projects. Beginners are wel-
come. Visit Guiffrida in Narrowsburg
for information on the knitting circle
she hosts in her home.

Knitting not only provides the
requisite dose of daily relaxation, it
also provides a mental challenge.
And there’s nothing like the excite-
ment of seeing your very own cre-
ations unfurl from your fingers and
needles.

It does a heart good.
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Spacmus and Prlvate $249,900
Tucked away privately on 5t acres, this custom
home is the perfect mother/daughter setup, with
large garage/workshop/carport perfect for hobby-
ists, antiques, carbuffs. #19599

$188,000
Lovely 4BR home, features large kitchen, en-
closed porch, new carpet & fresh interior paint.
Detached 2-car garage, stream and mucg 2rr11(6)r2e1!

Move in Condition!

Make an offer!

WOW! Log Home w/Garage ONLY  $167,450
Waonderful year-round home in lake community
offers 3 BR, 1BA, 2-car att. garage & charming
enclosed porch & deck. Level yard wiplenty of
room for gardening & entertaining. #20754

Three Season Get-a-way
3BR Smallwood renovated log cabin on a large

lot, wistone fireplace & nice screened porch. A
few blocks from sports courts, park & lake for

fishing, boating, swimming & more! #21226

Smallwood Sweetheart!

more storage or expansion. #16075

$118,400

$144 900
2BR wiwarm original wood throughout, enclosed
porch, new heating & bathroom, cozy country
kitchen w/parquet floor in dining area & attic for

Spacious & Prlvate

3BR Bi-Level in a desirable lake eommunlty
features parquet floors, fireplace, family room in
basement, 2-car garage, deck & more, in a nice
private wooded setting. #19724

Neat, Sweet & 14 Acres!

place & large country EIK.

$289,900
Well maintained 3BR 2BA Home set back off the
road on 14 beautiful acres {w/more available),
features a large LR w/open beamed ceiling?éggeé

$119,900

More thah meets the eye!

3-Season home in lake community; access for
fishing, boating, swimming & more! New roof,
paint, pressure tank, water pump & chimney.

Winterize for year-round use! #18649

Private Home on 5+ Acres! $224,600
Sweet 3BR home, on 5+ magnificent acres. Par-
tially finished basement, newer kitchen, baths,
floors & more! Near Iovely artsy river V|Ilage
wilots to do all year long. #172

AII The Comforts of Home

ished top floor {perfect for office). #19501

$399,900
Newly built 4BR, 2.5BA home, privately set on
2.34 acres, in a fabulous location, features huge
wrap-around porch, large EIK, gas fireplace & fin-

Ly

PROPERTIES FULL SERVICE ‘

845-583-6333

MALEK PROFESSIONAL

& EFFECTIVE

REAL ESTATE

Pretty as a Picture $289,900
NEW farmhouse w/hw floors, open floorplan, a
formal DR & EIK, formal LR & den. 3BR, 2.5BA,
deck, rocking chair porch & beautiful location in
lake community. Walk to lake & dining! ~ #21007

Stunning 3BR 2BA farmhouse, features spec—
tacular views, new tin roof & aluminium siding,
well maintained property, w/17+ acres available,
amazing location near Bethel Woods! — #20281

Unbelievable Value!

$109,900
Large 2500+ sqft 2-family w/detached garage lo-
cated in a convenient location. Features 2 spa-
cious apartments PLUS full finished basement,

lovely yard & rocking chair porch. #21453

Adorable Cottage $124,900
Sweet 2BR cottage w/screened porch overlook-
ing lovely yard. Fireplace, wood floors, modem
updates w/country charm... enjoy 3 seasons of
fun in Smallwood! #21276

More than meets the eye...
3BR 1BA Spacious lake community ‘A’ Frame
wilarge great room, loft, 2 screened porches &
woodstove. Smallwood offers lake access with
beach, docks, sport courts & more! #20786

Lovely Village Home $156,400
Immaculate & convenient 3BR village home, hw
floors throughout, w/space to spare, add a family
room/office, set on alovely, level yard wifruit trees
& shed. Price Just Right! #19268

Just what you're looking for... $188,000
Two story Farmhouse style home in beautiful
lake community offers 3 BR, enclosed porch,
spacious living room with fireplace & much more,
set o a large beautiful yard. #1117

s .
Country Home on 8+ Acres| $217,500
Bright & open LR, wistone fireplace, hw floars, full
basement, 2-car garage, large decks front & rear
{(w/hot-tub). Near golf, hunting & fishing. Perfect
for year round get-a-way! #21351

Charming Colonial $273,500
Spacious 3BR, 3.5BA, features formal DR
wffrench doors, large LR widouble sided fire-
place, finished basement, 2 decks, set on a lovely
lot wilandscaping. #21637

s SR N
Walk to lake, dining & more! $119,000

kitchen. Deck wigate offers security for children

or pets. Seconds from lake, dining and entertain-

ment in lake community! #20770

3BR, open floor plan w/spacious dining area &

$399,900
4BR 4FB cedar contemporary, set on 3.9 acres
on a quiet country road. Features cathedral ceil-
ings, skylights, 2 fireplaces, 3 balcony/decks,
Awmazing Kitchen & 2-car garage.

Privacy, 2 Ponds, Stream...

#20896

Amazing Private Seting! ™3 264,900

Custom built 2BR, near “Bethel Woaods” spacious
layout, cath. ceilings w/skylights, screened porch,
beautiful deck & carport. Kit. open to LR/DR;
ideal layout for entertaining.

#19943

Value and Privacy! $199,900
Fabulous location, close to Racino & “Bethel
Woods”. Adorable 2BR features loft, large deck &
det. garage. Yard overlooks magical wooded set-
ting at end of dead end street. 1867

$314,900
Immaculate 3BR 2BA 2-Story Log, w/large deck,
set on 4 private and beautifully manicured acres,
w/300ft frontage on the Beaverkill, well known for
its amazing trout fishing.

Fisherman’s Dream

Immaculate & Spacious $314,900
5BR, 3 BAhome w/pond on 2+ acres beautifully
appointed & impeccably maintained. Formal LR,
Den, w/additional space for FDR, country kit.,
large BR, hw flrs, decks, pool & more! ~ #20365

Awesome Location! $589,500
Opportunity for a B&B near “Bethel Woods”, a
10BR 4BAformer boarding house (many renova-
tions complete) Plus Bonus 2-family on 945
beautiful, subdividable acres! #19971

Country Charmer 1179,9

Sweet & adorable 2BR, 1.5BA home in desirable
lake community features fpl, cath. ceilings & pri-
vate deck, on very pretty lot, wilake, beach dock
& sports courts access available. #19964

Storybook Cham.... §1 29, 900
Sweet & beautiful log-sided cabin offers knotty
pine walls, wood floors, beamed ceilings, stone
fireplace, screened porch & access to Mountains
Lake for boating, swimming & fishing. ~ #21498

Pristine Smallwood Log $229,900
Lovely restored log home in desirable lake com-
munity features 3BR, 2BA, stone fireplace, won-
derful woodwork throughout, enclosed wrap-
around porch & mare! #21414

Fantastic Ranch on 21+ Acres $375,000
Private & secluded on 21+ acres offers 3BR,
2BA, attached garage, full finished basement
wiwoodstove. 3-stall barn, XL corral & paddock,
shed & turn-out-area. #21465

—
3 Season Sweetle $69,900
Enjoy this 2BR beautiful & friendly lake commu-
nity home for Spring, Summer & Fall. Pristine
Mauntains Lake for swimming, fishing, boating &
sports courts access available. #19881

Designer’s Dellght| $219,900
Gorgeous grounds surround this 3BR charming
& adorable lake community cottage w/stone fire-
place, woodwork & separate guest quarters. With
detached garage, patio & large yard. ~ #21469

Opportunlty Knocks! b

Set on 7.62 commercial acres, frontage on 2 main
routes, 14 unit motel; perfect opportunlty for more
than lod |ng| Mainhouse/office features large kit.,
DR, 6 BR's, coin op. laundry & wet bar. Min.s from
“Bethel Woods' & The Racinol #18723

onticello Investment Property $779,900
Aftractive 8-unit (comm/res) in fabulous location!
Everything updated within the past 3-years. Paved
parking in rear. Professional offices surround. Near
Gov't Center, retail, gas, banks, schools, etc... Just
moments from the Racino. #18866

#21668 - 250 Acres - Barryville, frontage 2 roads, level, streams...

Make a Bunclle| $

Firewood & Sawmill business; Wal-mart & Home
Depot supplier contracts. Includes main workshop,
2-family home, large pavilion & warehouse space
in a convenient location on 7 acres, close to RT-17.
Inventory list available. #21376

VACANT LAND « COMMERCIAL « DEVELOPMENT « INVESTMENT « RECREATIONAL « AGRICULTURAL

#18775 - 3+ Acres - Liberty, level, lovely, convenient...

#20945 - 3+ Acres - Livingston Manor with lake access...
#19717 - 5+ Acres - Bethel, beautiful woods witrails...

#21664 - 120+ Acres - Barryville, stream, near Delaware River...
#21667 - 130 Acres - Barrywlle mostly IeveI gorgeous woodland...

$59,900  #20727 - 2.2 Acres - Smallwood lake community, wooded wonderful...  $59,900  #20728 - 2 Acres Smallwood buildable lot, wooded, private... $64,900
$64,900  #20729 - 2.2 Acres - Smallwood, buildable lake community lot... $74,900  #20007 - 4.6+ Acres - Forestburgh secluded, private, level... $69,900
$84,900  #17210 - 13+ Acres - Small cabin, camper, brook, utilities, well... $174,900  #19719 - 9.6+ Acres - Bethel, wirails, great hunting... $149,900
$499.900  #20594 - 116+ Acres - Neversink, Large frontage 2 roads, stream...  $599,900  #18940 - 66+ Acres - Livingston Manor, 180 degree views... $674,900
$699,900 $1,349,000 $2,995,000

Bluestone ranch w/attached garage (needs some
updating), 2 large warehouse buildings & additional
office building wiwarehouse space, garage bays &
4+ apartments above. 10+ acres w/paved pa |n79
pond, wimare acreage available!

#19052 - 113+ Acres - Walk to Bethel Woods! 2 ponds, Awesome!

ngh Vlsrbrlrty High Traffic! b1,

Excellent warehouse, service or retail business lo-
cation. 6 bays, office space, restrooms, kitchenette
& more. Water & Sewer at street, abundant parking
& easy access RT-17! Great location for distribution
center, warshouse, retail or ... #30763

MnLE LG

LS

REALTOR

ViEw ALL MLS ATt WWW.MALEKPROPERTIES.COM 1=}

EQUAL HOUSING

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - LAND - FARMS - VACATION HOMES - RENTALS
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Chlldren S Toys

Puzzles, shape sorting, lacing toys, and building blocks help teach
essential skills. We also carry Elementary Arts & Crafts.

FNB Toiz
153 Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro
(Next to Lynn’s Flowers)
Open Wed-Sat 12 to 6, Sunday 12 to 4
(845) 888 - 5118
Ask about our Birthday Club!

(570) 253-RENT

www.rentequip.com

ent-E-Quip
416 Willow Avenue
Honesdale, PA 18431

Rentals e Sales e Service

With the right equipment, you can do-it-yourself,
save time and money, and get the job done with professional results!

¢ Fasteners

& g‘r'ﬁ;’s I il « DELIVERY AVAILABLE -
¢ Backhoes ¢ Plumbing * OPEN7DAYS A WEEK -
¢ Compaction * Pressure Washers

® Concrete Equipment ¢ Sanders

¢ Drills ¢ Scaffolding WE SELL

» Excavators ¢ Steel Supply EVERYTHING

YANMAR|

BUTHORIZED DEALER

WE RENT!
=&

SHOW US YOUR AAA CARD AND SAVE
10% ON ANY TOOL OR EQUIPMENT
RENTAL MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY!

&

& Associates, PC

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

Wills, Trusts and Estate
Planning

Tax Grievance Assessment
Bank closings

Sullivan County:

P.O. Box 146

Barryville, New York 12719
Telephone: (845) 977-4387
Fax: (212) 504-3106

New York County:

27 Union Square West, Suite 503
New York, New York 10003
Telephone: (212) 691-8700

Fax: (212) 691-8701

Call today for a free consultation with
Tracy Almazan, Esq.

or visit our website at
www.AlmazanAssociates.com

Life, as you want it to be.

Executive Household
Property Management

Concierge Services Available

Jo-Ann Peabody
Management, Inc.

www.mrspeabody.com

845-798-5885
PO Box 327
Kauneonga Lake, NY 12749

Because your second home
should not be a second job

3",“‘ Af youare pr’u‘ed ?&t&f Orange,
. ; come to Sulli aﬁ#,,' luxury
~center hall colomal , ,,
% $289,900 t0?$3

i)

d.:

SACKETT LAKE ESTATES

g for a: prlvate showmg and we will build for you.
e 'www.sacketlakeny.com

We offer spec1allzed knowledge and strong team support

Homes * Land - Commercial Properties

Fully engineered lots:

1.7 Acres. Buy as is or builder will construct a home on it. $55,999

.92 Acres. Lovely level lot, cleared with a driveway cut. $65,000

2.80 Acres. Beautiful cleared lot with a fenced driveway. $74,900

130 Acres. Survey available. Cabin, land galore. Road to property. $899,999

Call Hawk’s Nest Realty for location and details.
Serving Orange & Sullivan Counties

845-856-8373
34-36 Front St., Port Jervis, NY
Working with our realty team brings results!
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need to make today for tomorrow.

BUILDING? RENOVATING?

There’s a lot that goes into building a new home, or renovating an

old one. You’ll want the home of your dreams to feel as comfortable
as it looks. Your family will use your home’s heating, cooling &
water systems on a daily basis. New construction and renovations
offer the perfect opportunity to make choices that can optimize your
home for energy efficiency, improved water, and indoor air quality.
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can help you make the choices you

Thermostats
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a thermostat that will
give you precise and comfortable heating and cooling control.

Air Cleaner

With Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc., you’ll be sure that the air

delivered through your heating and cooling system is clean.

Humidifiers

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a humidifier that will
properly maintain the humidity level in your home while giving
your family comfort and protecting your woodwork and floors.

Ultraviolet Air Treatment
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can install a system that zaps
surface mold and airborne bacteria.

Ventilation

Tight and energy efficient homes can trap stale air inside. Let
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. bring in fresh air efficiently and
economically.

Indoor Air Quality

Mold is a growing concern. Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.
assist you with their new environmental HVAC testing.

High Efficiency Water Heating
Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. can provide you with a high
efficiency water system.

Energy Star
Replacement Systems

Let Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc. protect you and your family.

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.

Keeping your home cleaner, healthier and more efficient

845-252-6735 * 1-866-788-4914

Serving the Upper Delaware River Valley
www.NarrowsburgHVAC.com

Honeywell
Contractor Pro
(Rotobrush™)
Air Duct

Cleaning Systems
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How Long Can You Stay?

Creating a cozy guest room

By LESLIE RUTKIN

My friend stepped off the train in Port Jervis,
NY and exclaimed, “I'm so happy to be here!” She
knew what awaited her: a “never want to leave”
couch on the porch, the river streaming by and a
very cozy guest room, designed for comfort. The
vintage iron bed had a terrific mattress and lots of
pillows. There was ample space to store her belong-
ings in the bird’s eye maple chest of drawers and a
wonderful rocker, and good light, to while away an
afternoon immersed in a mystery novel.

Before its transformation, this room had been
my daughter’s bedroom, then my son’s playroom
and, finally, a repository for all the stuff we didn't
know what to do with. It was a mess. But it had
great “bones”—three windows (two overlooking
the Delaware) and a wide plank floor.

After a coat of pale mint paint and the addition
of vintage and antique furniture, I hung my collec-
tion of funky wall pockets on the wall opposite the
bed and piled my vintage quilts in baskets. There
are colorful throw rugs over the polished floor and
lots of books.

If you have an extra room, youre lucky, but
even if you don'’t, there are many things you can
do to make sure your guests go off to dream land
in comfort. In my travels from Youngsville and
Narrowsburg, NY to Milford, PA, T was delighted at
what I found for your perfect guest room.

The bed

The first priority is a bed. Depending on the size
of your room and who might be using it, you need
to decide whether to get a twin, double or queen
bed. A good-quality mattress will ensure that your
guests do not wake up with back aches or other
complaints. And if your space is really small, or
your room is doing double duty as den or office,
think sofa bed.

Furniture Find on Water Street in Milford,

PA (570/296-6099) is an all-purpose furniture
store stuffed with lamps, chairs, sofas and much
more. A traditional sofa, covered in soft-as-can-
be microfiber, is available is a range of luscious
colors and hides a queen size mattress. For an even
smaller space, there are chairs with hidden twin
mattresses.

Peg Harrison, at Rasmussen Furniture in
Narrowsburg, NY (845/252-3901) told me that
for a small space, a day bed isideal. The “seat” is also
a mattress. With the addition of a blanket and pil-
lows, you have a bed. If you are looking for luxury
on a small budget, Harrison suggests an uphol-
stered head board to give your space color, texture
and interest. Two yards of fabric attached to ply-
wood is padded and mounted onto a wall. Dress the
bed in complementary colors and you have a lot of
design for an affordable price.

Accessories

Accessories are key. “You can take liberties in
a guest room that you wouldn't in the rest of the
house,” Kevin Holley of UpRiver Home in Mil-
ford (570/296-2026) told me. He pointed out the
handmade quilts from India with matching pillows
in color combinations ranging from reds and pinks
to earth tones. The colorful Mongolian cabinets in
rich shades of red and yellow provide ample stor-
age and are the ideal height to use as night stands.
The wire wall baskets are perfect for holding towels
or the extraordinary toiletries that you'll find at
UpRiver.

Every room needs wall decorations, and T found
many to choose from at Domesticities and The
Cutting Garden, in Youngsville, NY (845/482-
3333). Owner Anne Hart’s philosophy is to sell
reused, recycled, old and locally made items, and
her charming shop has a combination of both new
and vintage merchandise. Here you'll find small

TRR file photo

quilts by local quilter Katherina Litchman that are
a perfect size for a wall behind a bed. I also liked
a grouping of vintage framed cross stitches, as
well as framed vintage wall papers. In the barn at
Domesticities you may find an end table, lamp or
desk that, with a little paint and TLC, will convert
nicely to the guest bedroom. And, in season, pick
a nice bouquet of flowers for your guest from the
large cutting garden.

Anna Bern-Penford has created an oasis on
Main Street in Narrowsburg with her not-quite-
year-old store, Nest (845/252-3424). If you are
looking for touches of luxury at affordable prices,
thisis the place to go. Bern-Penford, Brazilian born,
regularly makes buying trips to her native country
to pick up cuddly handmade cotton and lamb’s wool
duvets and yo yo quilts in rich silks and homey cot-
tons, plus stunning lace curtains. In addition, you'll
find special soaps, candles, Irish linen bedding and
luxurious Turkish bath towels.

For those needing more guidance, ride over
to Monticello, NY to talk to Bob Goldberg at
Broadway Home (845/794-1440). Bob is an
interior designer and his shop is a showroom of pos-
sibilities. Talk to him if you want to order custom
beds, couches and other furnishings. He does on-
site consultations and offers comprehensive design
services including construction, cabinetry, light-
ing and more.

Each shop owner talked about those little extras
that make a room special: a place for a suitcase,
preferably on a low bench; an ottoman in front of a
chair, if you have the space; fresh flowers; window
shades that keep the room dark; nice hangers in the
closet; bath robes; and a carafe or bottle of water.

With all these extraordinary resources so close
to home to feed your own ideas and imagination,
you'll have your guest room ready for friends and
family in no time.
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Two Grcat ]"'Iomcs
throug]': Associate Brokcr

Fran KurPil
845°292°6%3%3%, Ext.212

Mg

Rcaitg Assocuatcs, ]nc.

Private Retreat Unique contemporary w/ old
world artisan work on 3 acres. Brick arches,
interior stucco walls, HW floors, hi ceilings,
skylights, balcony, porches, apple orchard,

Country Sweetheart on a Iovely 1.86 acre.
New roof, siding & windows w/ fab deep sills,
Jacuzzi tub, 24x12 upstairs loft, huge pole barn,
stocked lily pond, wood & coal stoves. Needs —storage bldg, above ground pool, old maples,
finishing work. Negotiable @ $224,900 20959 lilacs & a pretty pond! $147,000 21573

Www.yeagerrea tgassociates.com

Serving all of Sullivan County when buying or selling a quality home or property.

Treferrec[ Homes ¢ Properties

Diane S. Deutsch, Principal Broker, Licensed NY State
3995 State Route 52, Youngsville, NY * 845-482-4300  Fax: 845-482-4433
Email: diane@preferredhomes.net « Website: www.preferredhomes.net

STEP BACK IN TIME w/ this lovely old

AMERICAN HERITAGE
REAL ESTATE

OLD FARMHOUSE

This circa 1870 farmhouse still remains in its
original state and is a wonderful restoration
project. It boasts wide planked floors, the original
wood/coal kitchen cook stove, doors and much
more. Situated in a peaceful setting, this is a gem
that must be seen! Only $289,000

BEAUTIFUL THREE
BEDROOM RANCH

On 5 acres with wonderful views, a pool and a
40" x 48' building. $339,000

LAND

Approximately 60 acres
— secluded and good for
sub-division $459,000

18.5 acres — commercial
location on Rt. 17

BEECHWOODS

Newly Listed! This late 1800s farmhouse is in great

JEFFERSONVILLE

Large 1839 3 story farmhouse w/rocking chair
porch in charming Jeffersonville. Original
woodwork, hardwood floors. Separate 2
bedroom apt. on 3rd floor (great for income
or convert back to single family home).
Heated barn great for studio space. Great
property w/ potential for many uses right

CHARMING 1890s FARMHOUSE

Take in the view from the rocking chair
porch, wide plank floors, 2 woodstoves,
stone foundation, new furnace. Great
year round weekend getaway. Three
miles from future Performing Arts
Center. Renovations have been done.
REDUCED $185,000

world turn of the century American 4 square
home. Original features include: claw foot
tub, polished HW floors, orig. cabinets &
sink in kitchen w/ mudroom & pantry. FP in
LR, spacious formal DR. Full walk-up attic
would make terrific master suite, family
room, studio, etc. Wonderful rocking chair
porch, beautifully landscaped, fenced back
yard, 2 car garage. A great comfortable &

condition and features six bedrooms, a fireplace
and the original barn on five acres. Everything is
situated nicely in a good location with pleasant
views. Asking $349,000

$650,000

in the village located on a dead end road.

REDUGED $269.900 spacious home. MOTIVATED SELLER.

PRICE SLASHED $165,000

PO Box 7, 4936 St. Rt. 52 ¢ Jeffersonville, NY 12748
845-482-5565 « www.AmericanHeritageRealEstate.com

www. clemleddy.com

Luxury Homes ~ Custom Modulars ~

570-226-2899 | Hawley, PA

Building Dreams, Creating Lifestyles...one home at a time.

Remodeling ~

.Time to make
some changes to
yyour Vacation

CHANGE FOR THE
BETTER WITH
ENERGY STAR

Vacation to Primary Home Conversions

| www.clemleddy.com
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Oressed QRoom

at HOCKENBERRY FURNITURE

X SHOP LOCALLY 27
11,000 sq ft Furniture Showroom

.
gﬁp/aé al %ﬁl@ %}Wk@j

WINDOW TREATMENTS
FABRICS & WALLPAPERS

Historic Downtown

Bethel
Country

29 Jersey Avenue, Port Jervis, NY

845.856.6153

www.myspace.com/thewelldressedroom
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9-5:30 pm; Sun. 1-5 pm
Herman Zube — Proprietor
FINANCING AVAILABLE
12 MoNTHS ®* NO PAYMENTS ® NO INTEREST

Our services are now available at:
s Home Furnishings & Decorative Accessories

- Decorating Service - Unique Gifts - Custom Lampshades -

220 Broad Street - Milford, PA
570-296-8626

Make your house a HOME at Hare Hollow

For over 19 years Hare Hollow has been the areas ultimate
country store. Filled to the rafters with folk art prints,
rugs, wreaths, primitives, pine furniture, shelves, signs,
tinware, stoneware, pottery and homespun linens. We
feature many of your favorite collectibles including the
The Boyds Collection, Cat’s Meow Village
and Willow Tree Angels. From country

curtains to candles, we have it all!
Free Glft Wrapplng * Gift Certificates
: “3“”"""“ Open 7 Days

¢ 322 Broad St., Milford, PA
i 570-296-5757

Vlslt our website at
www.harehollowcountry.com

TRUST
WORTHY

HARDWARE
| i

Builders, L.c

Inspired Country Homes = Extraordinary Craftsmanship

Raymond Otto, Proprietor

PO Box 2
Bethel, NY 12720

845-482-3661 » 908-797-3400

www.bethelcountrybuilders.com

Callicoon Supply, Inc

For ALL
Your Hardware
& Building Supplies

{J * Boom Truck Service

el IRWIN

Rt. 17B Callicoon, NY
845-887-4804

Playhouses, Pool Cabanas, Gazebos, Crafts, Lawn and Deck

American Storage Buildings

Quiality-Built Amish Sheds, Garages, Cottages, Horse Barns,

Furniture, and Gift Shop.

We Deliver up
to 14x48 And
Build On-Site.

On-Site
Construction

Multi-Car Garages * Cabins * Workshops

Huntlng Cabln

2-Ca‘r“arage wh Attic
Most garages built in 2-4 days and
we do not leave until the job is done.

Exit 97, Parksville, NY
845-292-0222 - Toll Free 866-244-9744

Nicolina’'s
&
Y

Continuous
Service
Since 1930

FRITZ
BROS., INC.

WELL DRILLING
WATER SYSTEMS
PIPES & FITTINGS
SALES & SERVICE

Wonderful
Gifts for
all Ages:

Art, Jewelry
Books, Cards
Candles, Toys
Sweets & Treats
Featuring Local Artists
Giftwrap & Shipping
Open Year Round

970-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788

Cliff Street & Route 6
Honesdale, PA

Main Street
Narrowsburg, NY 12764

845-252-3773

Visit us online at www.americanstoragebuildings.com
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Good advertising isn’t just about getting noticed,

it's about being remembered.

Stuart Communications
@® ® Creative Services

FULL-SERVICE MARKETING SOLUTIONS
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Stuart Communications Creative Services offers affordable, full service marketing solutions.
Creative, strong, compelling collateral material and niche driven advertising/marketing campaigns
ensure your business won't get lost in the crowd. We offer sales coaching, event planning and
strategy consulting as well.

We are not a cookie-cutter advertising agency, we offer custom tailored solutions designed to meet
the needs of all businesses—Dbig or small. We are at the forefront of today’s changing business envi-
ronment and aim to exceed your expectations and deliver measurable results.

To schedule a FREE consultation, please contact us at 845/252-7414 or e-mail sccreativeservices@yahoo.com
Danielle Gaebel, Executive Director
Lori Malone, Creative Director




Creating a home theatre
By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

You've settled in with a bucket of warm popcorn.
The lights and the coming attractions appear on the
screen. But wait—how can you be wearing your
sweats and wrapped in that cozy afghan grandma
knit for you? And why didn’t the popcorn cost five
dollars?

You're watching the latest blockbuster in the
comfort of your own home on your big-screen,
home entertainment center.

These days, you don't need thousands of dollars
and an advanced degree in computer technology
to set up a home theater. What you do need is an
appropriately sized room, carefully selected elec-
tronic components and comfortable seating.

Atmosphere is everything

The proper location for your home theater should
be a rectangular room with as few doors and win-
dows as possible. A basement is ideal for obvious
reasons. A spare bedroom or an attic could also
work well. Rooms with open floor plans or vaulted
ceilings have poor acoustics and would make a less
than perfect site for your theater.

Bare concrete, wood and tile reflect sound waves.
Cover the floors with carpeting or an area rug to
absorb unwanted noise. Thick curtains over win-
dows reduce both sound and light. Nanette Zube
of Zube Interiors in Barryville, NY (845/557-
0618) can stitch up custom-made black-out shades
for windows, and she recommends hanging full
draperies with black-out lining on the walls. Not
only will draperies absorb sound, they will also lend
the feel of a real movie theater to your room.

Mitch Cooper of Cooper Paints in Monti-
cello, NY (845/794-1818) suggests painting the
ceiling black, or any dark color, to close in the room
and give it a cozy feeling.

Kick up your feet

Obviously, the room’s furniture must be care-
fully selected for comfort and functionality, as well
as durability. Van Gorders’ Furniture in Hawley

and Honesdale, PA (570/253-1860, 226-9726)
carries a wide selection of La-Z-Boy sectionals avail-
able in a multitude of fabrics to complement any
décor and create comfortable and appealing group-
ings in your den. When it isn't show time, reclining
couches and chairs provide a relaxing retreat for
the family. Armoires and media cabinets in many
styles are made to accommodate equipment and
provide proper ventilation and rear access for wire
management and concealment.

At The Well Dressed Room at Hockenberry
Furniture in Port Jervis, NY (845/856-6153),
you will find motion furniture that reclines and
rocks. Components can be arranged in a traditional
theater-style seating to accommodate up to six
people. These modular units, upholstered in wash-
able microfiber or leather, feature built-in holders
for gear, like remotes and cups. Lift-top coffee tables
allow you to eat without balancing plates and uten-
sils in your lap.

Down to the nitty-gritty

Now that the room is ready, you need to get the
gear. I won't lie; there are complexities in choosing
components. My eyes glaze over at the mention of
sub-woofers and aspect ratios, so even though I can
find abundant information online about electronic
components, I'd rather take a trip to a local elec-
tronics store and talk with someone who can help
me choose exactly the right equipment to suit my
needs.

Here is a basic shopping list. You will need either
a conventional wide-screen television, a plasma-
screen television or front-projection system. A rear-
projection or big-screen TV offers the most screen—
up to 80 inches—for the money. Plasma-screen TVs
are only three to five inches deep so they can hang
on a wall, but they're expensive ($4,000 and up).
Front-projection sets send the picture from a projec-
tor across the room to a screen. Prices range from
$1,000 to over $50,000. High definition television
(HDTV) offers clearer resolution than traditional
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TV, and the FCC has mandated that by 2009 all
television shows must be broadcast in HDTV. Most
TVs are now HDTV-ready.

For optimal viewing, place the TV at eye level,
front and center, rather than off to the side so
people don't have to strain their necks. The distance
between the viewer and the screen should equal
about three times the screen size. For instance, a
40-inch TV is best viewed from a distance of 10 feet
(120 inches).

Five speakers and one subwoofer will replicate
authentic cinema Dolby Digital 5.1 technology.
Three speakers should form aline with the TV, facing
the seating area. Place two speakers opposite each
other on either side of the listeners, slightly above
ear level. Place the speakers on stands or mount
them on the wall. For the best rumbling effect, put
the subwoofer on the floor behind the seating area.

The final components to complete your setup are
a DVD player and a receiver. And a Netflix or other
DVD rental account so you'll never have to watch
another cable TV rerun.

If acquiring all of the components individu-
ally seems too daunting a task, you can purchase
a home-theater-in-a-box ($300-$3,000) that
includes everything you need for a basic setup
except the TV. These systems are easy to install and
eliminate the need to figure out whether compo-
nents from different manufacturers will be compat-
ible, but they are not easily upgraded.

All systems go

As you build your home theater, remember that
the most important consideration is how comfort-
able and enjoyable it is. You really don't have to
win the lottery or inherit a million dollars to recre-
ate the Cineplex experience in the privacy of your
home.

Sit back and enjoy the show!
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our county Home OPEN HOUSE

Wrupuround Comfort and Style in Glen Spey _ | D ety ety

cious wraparound porch with skylights. You
enter into a large mud/laundry room that leads
invitingly into a family room with exposed
A . 'Y A beams and a roomy, modern kitchen with
* Unique roof line with cupola * Family room w/exposed beams : AR el il {1 I | Kraftsmaid cabinets, LG HI-MAC countertops,

It is a house with a view—and a vision. Pleasing angles,
a wrap-around porch, a sunken kitchen with a spiral stair- QU ICK STATS
case, reclaimed white pine flooring, bedrooms that beckon
into yesteryear and even a cupola on the roof—tucked into

a southern corner of Sullivan County, NY is an exquisitely * New cedar siding . ﬁlltchl;lzlgv{ﬁﬁmg:)ds cgll)flgfcrisﬁlt(s;s 2 fy | = iR O e oF ts tanr}l}(jss dsteel tal?pllailce? atnd ! V\ée.llk._m
crafted house that offers all of these qualities and more. The * New windows, sliders and doors appliances & walk-in [')untry : . 149N ' | 5 ipeihey, We @lperistats el it @ bl
) ) : i : area and the original formal parlor with a fire-
house dates back to 1886 and was an old caretaker cot- * Master Suite w/bathroom, office & . : — L ST my BB . -
. . : ' * Laundry room on main level : ‘ o, : o place, which could be used as a sitting room,
tage, one of three that existed on the original large farm. walk-in closet Ll h 1 , 1 | .
. . : I . game room or music room. The house has a
Its three-point-three acres are bounded by stone walls and « 2 additional bedrooms * Reclaimed white pine flooring ' _
throughout wonderfully open feel that incorporates little

graced with spreading maples and apple trees. « 2 bathrooms sitting areas and private spaces

- , * All systems new or updated
* Formal living room w/fireplace

The cedar-siding house took its current shape Asking $309,900
during arenovation in the 1980s, andin 2007, many
of its features have been updated or are new. Origi-
nal elements of the cottage have been preserved and
expanded upon to create a space that is light, airy,
functional and full of old-world charm. For example,
a highlight of the outside entrance to the home is
the original working well, encircled with large, dec-
orative field stones.

The decorative cupola on the roof is an eye-catch-
ing feature of the house. There is access to the
cupola from inside, and it could become a unique
sitting area, a place to dream and watch the stars.
The property also features a beautifully restored
two-story barn that has potential to become a guest
house or a studio.

This special house and its sister barn feel intrin-
sic to the landscape, as indeed they have been for a
century and a half. There is easy access to Route 97
and the nearby towns, but it has a remote feel—like
stepping into an earlier time.

Want to buy this home?
For more information or to schedule a
viewing, please call 215/292-4409.

Two staircases lead to the second floor, which features
three bedrooms, a second bathroom and ample closet and
storage space. The master bedroom is actually a suite, with
a sitting area that could become a dressing room, a study
or craft space. White pine flooring continues through the
house, giving a sense of clean space and continuity. Low
doorways and ceilings hearken back to the house’s history.
Large, lovely new windows and alcoves look out over peace-
ful vistas of field, forest and sky.

Selling a home?

For more information about showcasing
YOUR HOME in the next issue of Qur
Country Home's OPEN HOUSE, please
contact Danielle Gaebel at 845/252-7414

or by email at ads@riverreporter.com
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“Waterfront Property in
Your Own Backyard”

CUSTOM INGROUND POOLS
VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS
OPENINGS & CLOSINGS
WEEKLY MAINTENANCE
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS
PATIOS & DECKS
PUMPS, FILTERS & HEATERS
SARATOGA SPAS
SPA/HOT TUB SERVICE

(ALL MAKES & MODELS)

Clear-Rite Pools & Spas ie.

YOUNGSVILLE, NY

845-482-4646

www.ClearRitePools.com

MLS # 21611
This restored and renovated cape
has 3 bedrooms and a full bath. It
welcomes you with a lovely front
porch. Original hardwood floors
and woodwork. Outbuilding

MLS # 21566

MLS # 21245
This property has it all! Private,
secluded, quiet and natural beauty.
39 acres with a new 2288 S.F. 3
bedroom, 2.5 bath home with long
range views of river valley. Minutes
from Delaware River. Large lush lawn
with open fields and woods. $549,000

Log home on exceptional 26+/- acres
with large pond plus frontage on 12
acre lake. 32x48 barn plus 24x32
detached 2-car garage. 4 bedrooms, 2
baths. Finished basement with large
= family room/den. Stone walls, fruit
could be 2-car garage or studio.  trees, woods and pastures make this a
$179,000 great weekend retreat. $499,000

Matthew J. F
reda

21 Lower Main Street

PO Box 335
Callicoon, NY
Real Estate Inc. 845-887-5640
Upper Delaware www.fredarealty.com
o email: tom@fredarealty.com

Distinctive Home Furnishings from Across
the Country and Around the World.

L]0

FURNITURE

Since 1956

Unique and Impressive Selection * Brand Names You Know
and Trust » Caring and Knowledgeable Staff
with Many Years of Valuable Experience.

Beautiful Lake Wallenpaupack
Honesdale, PA Wallenpaupack, PA
570-253-1860 570-226-9726

www.vangorders.com

Historic Downtown Honesdale

Great Location
Featuring this lovely 4-bedroom brick home
with 3 baths, full finished basement, 2-car
garage, inground pool | Yl
~ and pool house. Situated
~on 3+/- landscaped acres
w/fruit orchard. Minutes

;‘A
T

L'icense_d Iiéal Estate Broker |

PA & NY
8 Main Street « Narrowsburg, NY 12764

845-252-3547
100 4th Street « Honesdale, PA 18431

570-253-6606

Donna Gilbert, Proprietor
www.pennyorkrealestate.com

Dianna L. Gilbert,
- Broker

- .

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

LB WOODWORKING

handcrafted furniture
and cabinets

570-729-0000
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Room for One More

Tips for adopting a pet through your local animal shelter

By EMILY GRILLO

The old adageistrue: animals are our best friends.
They are loyal, affectionate, forgiving, smart and
silly. We love our pets like part of the family, as
indeed they are.

That's why they deserve the best from us. With
proper nutrition, veterinary exams and the right
amount of pampering, our pets will live longer and
bring us joy for many years.

If you are currently in the market for a cat, dog,
hamster or bunny, take a look at your local shelter.
Shelters provide abandoned animals with homes,
medical attention and food until they are adopted.
Many of the local papers, including The River
Reporter, run pet sections that publish pictures
and descriptions of animals ready for adoption.
Another idea is to go to petfinder.com and type in
your zip code and the kind of pet that you are look-
ing for. The website carries pictures and descrip-
tions of tens of thousands of animals from over
2,000 shelters across the country.

It is important to be realistic about your ability
to care for an adopted animal. As every pet lover
knows, emotions come into play when visiting a
shelter. You have to consider how adaptable your
lifestyle is, what your budget is and whether your
living space can accommodate a pet. If your sched-
ule keeps you close to home during the day, you
may decide you have the time and energy for a dog.
If you're not home as much, perhaps a cat would be
the best companion for you.

You also need to think about family responsibili-
ties. Someone has to walk the dog or clean up cat

litter, feed the animals and play with or walk them
every day. Make sure you and your family are not
allergic. Take your time deciding, because once you
do, you are making a permanent commitment to
the life and care of your animal.

Workers and volunteers at our local shelters are
educated and informative as to what sort of animal
best suits your lifestyle. They can then partner you
with the best animal available. The animals in the
shelter are ready to take home. They are vaccinated
against all sorts of diseases and are spayed and neu-
tered. Keep in mind they may live up to 15 years
(dogs) or 18 years (cats).

Bringing your pet home

Did you remember to pick up the special food for
the new puppy that the shelter recommended? Do
you have a cage or small room to enclose a young
dog during your absence? Does your Kkitten have
a scratch toy so that she doesn’t destroy your new
couch?

In the beginning, pets will be anxious and fear-
ful in a new place. They may cry at night or piddle
on the carpet. Patience with these behaviors will
pay off in gold in the long run. Harsh punishment
and yelling does not help, but consistent reinforce-
ment—both good and bad—does. Check with the
experts at your local shelter on how to handle new-
pet behaviors.

Your pets, just like people, need special attention
as they grow. Make sure that you take the time to
attend to proper health and nutrition for your pet.

TRR file photos

Pet Central in Honesdale, PA (570/251-3470)
carries pet food, bowls, treats, toys and bedding for
your animals. They stock Eukanuba pet foods as
well as a wide selection of leashes, collars, carriers
and bathing supplies. Also in Honesdale, Agway
Farm and Garden (570/253-3890) carries great
chew toys for dogs and puppies, all made without
preservatives and chemicals and very fairly priced.
The Monticello Farm Home and Garden,
Monticello, NY (845/794-6457) has a good pet
supply section and the Liberty Agway Home and
Garden in Liberty, NY (845/292-7220) has a
really outstanding pet section featuring great selec-
tion, unusual items and low prices.

If you are looking for something a little special
and posh for your pup or kitten, you may want to
visit River Dog in Narrowsburg, NY (845/252-
6766). The store carries organic pet foods, treats,
leashes and food bowls. The organic pet foods con-
tain ingredients that are healthy and safe for your
pets. Good Cheer (570/253-0710), Honesdale,
is a grooming and gift store for you and your pet
that offers (in addition to pet grooming) animal
greeting cards, wonderful treats for pets (including
cookies and cupcakes—good for birthday celebra-
tions) and great leashes and collars.

Bringing home the right pet promises a relation-
ship of unconditional and reciprocal love and joy.
Be informed, choose wisely, and everyone will ben-
efit for years to come.

continued on page 24
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Room for One More continued from page 23

According to the Humane Society, you may
be the perfect dog owner if you:

* Can care for a dog for 15 years.

* Look forward to big, wet kisses when you come home each day.

¢ Like sharing your house with someone who sheds, tracks dirt occa-
sionally and might drool.

» Want to take care of someone every day, including walking, feeding,
petting and playing.

* Love a playmate that likes to chase balls and drag off shoes.

« Can spend your extra money on pet food, toys, veterinary care, chew
bones and more chew bones.

» Want someone to adore you even on a bad hair day.

* Can’t imagine leaving your devoted pet behind when you move.

» Want to keep an ID tag on your pets, so they can always get back to
you no matter what.

* Enjoy unconditional love and constant companionship.

According to the Humane Society, you
may be the perfect cat owner if you:

* Can care for a cat for 15 to 18 years.

* Look forward to having your ankles rubbed by an affectionate, hairy
animal.

* Don’t mind sharing your house with someone who sheds, tracks
kitty litter and throws up hairballs.

* Love an independent sort of housemate who will randomly entertain
you with outrageous and silly antics (at his or her whim, not yours).

» Want to take care of someone everyday.

* Like your lap warmed whenever you sit down.

* Can spend your extra money on pet food, toys, veterinary care, kitty
litter and more Kkitty litter.

» Want to be welcomed with a soft purr of apprecition.

 Can’t imagine leaving your devoted pet behind when you move.

» Want to keep an ID tag on your pets, so they can always get back to
you no matter what.

* Enjoy unconditional love and companionship.

Local Animal Shelters

Pike County Humane Society
PO Box 255, 189 Lee Rd
Shohola, PA
570/296-7654

The Dessin Animal Shelter
138 Miller Drive
Honesdale, PA
570/253-4037

The Humane Society of Port Jervis
202 Route 209
Port Jervis, NY
845/856-3677

Sullivan County SPCA
104 Rock Hill Drive
Rock Hill, NY
845/796-3120

GUARDIAN

by Generac Power System, Inc.

Get your new
Home Standby
Generator Today

- - ‘-"'i
ONE TIME INVESTMENT (0 =
A LIFETIME OF SECURITY ‘¢ =75 = =

Common Causes of Power Outages s
* Snowstorms « Floods s -

* Heavy Winds ¢ Trees falling on Power Lines

American Electric, LLC

Lake Huntington, NY ¢ Licensed Electrical Contractors
845-932-8111 or 845-583-1015 « www.AmericanElectricOnline.com

1
Michael Parker

Custom Carpentry

Specializing in ;
Remodeling ° Finished Basemen
Additions  Custom Decks i
Replacement Windows & Doors © 111

ReH

Shohola, PR
5'10-559-'1 583

Protect yourself against the snow
\\\| with a new snowhlower.

1]

A 1
Iy

1 E‘ L

| We now feature

SNOWBLOWERS

From the professional
to the compact.
To view models:
www.ariens.com

A e
e lﬂf‘ > s  SERVING
America'’s Propane Company 45 STATES

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL « AGRICULTURAL

Prompt Installation « Automatic Fuel Delivery
24-Hour Emergency Service ¢ Forklift Cylinder Service
Appliance Sales * Easy Payment Plans
APPLIANCES, HEATERS, GAS LOGS
ALL IN OUR NEWLY DESIGNED SHOWROOM

Our 24-Hour Emergency Call Center
Will Provide Immediate Service If A Need Arises

570-253-2490 _ M

EMERGENCY & NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS '.

1-800-694-1279 -

NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS 8-4 e

Rts 6 & 652 « INDIAN ORCHARD http://www.amerigas.com
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The Inventive

Pumpkin

Experiment with fall’s flavorful fruit

By NANCY DYMOND

This luscious fall fruit (although most
of us think of it as a vegetable) is native
to the Americas. It was roasted in long
strips over an open fire by Native Ameri-
cans. Early colonists took the first steps
toward the invention of pumpkin pie
by slicing off pumpkin tops, filling the
insides with milk, spices and honey and
baking them in hot ashes. In those early
days, the value of pumpkins extended
beyond the culinary into the realms of
folkloric medicine, where it was said
to be an effective freckle remover and
snake bite cure.

The pumpkin has not lost its allure
for health nuts and healers. Noted area
herbalist Nathaniel Whitmore is enthu-
siastic about the nutritional properties
of pumpkins. Herbal remedies utilize
pumpkin in treatment of digestive prob-
lems and mucus in lungs and sinuses.
Whitmore suggests roasting, rather
than discarding, pumpkin seeds for
a nutritious snack. The seeds contain
essential amino acids, protein, fiber and
important minerals.

Pumpkin nutrition consists of much
more than the beta carotene compo-
nent that'’s signaled by its conspicuous
orange color. Besides the beta-caro-
tene that converts to vitamin A in our

bodies, pumpkin also offers significant
amounts of niacin, vitamin E, calcium
and iron. It’s low in fat and calories and
high in potassium. The addition of eggs,
milk, sugar and the like boosts the calo-
ries. The calorie-conscious can avoid
extra calories by roasting or grilling
strips or rounds of pumpkin sprinkled
with cinnamon. Another way to get the
nutritional benefits without the calories
is to blend pumpkin puree with apple
cider for a delicious and healthy drink.

Today, we revere the ocher-hued
melons as signs of abundant harvest.
The pumpkin's spherical shape flat-
tens to a delicious circle of pastry and
pudding on the tables of families who
reunite during the season’s celebra-
tions. True to tradition, we also have fun
carving and painting grotesque faces
on pumpkins that glow and grimace
weirdly during the Halloween season.
In general, the smaller “pie” pumpkins
are used for baking, and the more deep
the orange color, the riper and sweeter
the fruit. We have collected an assort-
ment of new twists on old themes that
will engage your imagination and per-
haps add a new recipe or two to your
holiday season repertoire.
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Recipes

Nathaniel Whitmore’s Pumpkin Soup Recipes

For both recipes, the cooking method is the same.
Place the one-inch squares of pumpkin in a cooking
pot with just enough water to prevent scorching. As
the heat causes the pumpkin squares to break down
into a mushy texture, add the other ingredients,
adjusting the taste as you mash and stir the mixture.
When the flavor is perfect and the texture soupy,
serve in heated bowls with sour cream or yogurt and
chopped chives if desired.

Spicy Pumpkin Soup

One medium pumpkin cut into one-inch cubes
(peel it or don't)

Water to cover the bottom of the cooking pot
to prevent scorching

Toasted sesame oil to taste

Salt

Cayenne

Thyme

Spicebush berries (or allspice)

One six-inch piece of Kombu (kelp)

Sweet Pumpkin Soup

One small pumpkin cut into one-inch cubes
One small winter squash cut into one-inch
cubes (acorn squash works well)

Water to cover the bottom of the cooking pot
to prevent scorching

% cup olive oil

% cup maple syrup

One tablespoon cinnamon

One teaspoon ginger

A pinch of nutmeg

A pinch of ground cloves

Salt to taste

continued on page 26
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The Inventive Pumpkin continued from page 25

Soft-sculpture pumpkin

Pumpkin Crafts
Glitter pumpkin

Glitter pumpkins are eye-
catchers and simple to create.
Take this project outside or spread
newspaper over your working
surface. Evenly spread a layer
of white glue over the surface of
a pumpkin and sprinkle glitter
over the entire pumpkin, making
sure your glitter completely
covers the glue on the pumpkin.
Let the pumpkin dry for about
an hour. Shake off excess glitter.
What color glitter you use is a
personal choice, perhaps dictated
by the child at your side. Some of
the prettiest ones we've seen have
glitter stems done in contrasting
colors.

Painted pumpkin

There truly is nothing more
eerily beautiful than a carved
pumpkin head glowing from a
candle within. This tradition
came over with European immi-
grants who believed that such
heads could keep evil spirits at
bay during All Hallow's Eve.
Originally a turnip was used, but
folks in the new world naturally
turned to the native pumpkin to
continue this tradition.

These days, many agree that
painting pumpkins is safer and
lessmessythancarving. They will
also last much longer, especially
if you apply a paint sealer before
and after you paint. Decoupage
works well on pumpkin surfaces
too, choosing photos, art images
or images from magazines. The
literary among you can try
inking a poem on your pumpkin
along with some colorful decora-
tions

If you come up short on ideas,
point your cursor to www.gon-

MONIIG
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Pumpkin centerpiece

An elegant tabletop center-
piece can be made by hollowing
out a medium-sized pumpkin,
inserting florist’s foam and filling
with silk or dried flowers. Expand
the theme by setting it in a bed of
straw or raffia and surrounding
it with mini-pumpkins, also hol-
lowed and filled with florist’s foam
and silk or dried flowers and/or
dried corn and gourds. For pump-
kin placetags, simply cut a small
card, print the guest’s name on
the card, glue to a toothpick or
fondue stick and insert into the
florist’s foam in each mini-pump-
kin.

Crafts for children

Children love making pump-
kin-seed flowers. Glue dried
pumpkin seeds in a circle on
round cardboard or a paper plate
with the points of the seeds facing
out. Then glue a second row of
seeds inside the first row. Let dry.
Put glitter in the center. You can
paint the seeds any color you
want using acrylic paints.

Here's a soft-sculpture mini-
pumpkin that is easy to make.
First, gather your materials: two
pair of knee-high pantyhose,
orange and green acrylic paint,
paintbrush, fiberfill, scissors and
three rubber bands. Next, stack
all four knee highs on top of each
other and put a rubber band
around the center of the stack.
Cut off the toe ends and stuff all
eight “tubes” with fiberfill, leav-
ing an inch or two of space at
the open ends. Pull the eight sec-
tions up and around, fastening
them together at the top with
another rubber band. Braid the
excess ends to create a stem for

ELIO0GD
URSINC?

Third Generation
Serving Sullivan County

Installation of
pre-finished and
unfinished
hardwood flooring

Sanding, staining and
refinishing of existing
hardwood floors

Floor finished and
cleaning supplies
available

Let us be your
full service
wood floor company

Call for
estimate appointments
Mondays through Fridays
845-791-9930

John (Shawn) Laufersweiler, Proprietor

P.O. Box 650
Rock Hill, NY 12775

| A Healthy Lunch
Is In The Bag,

REPORT CARD

What are

your
children
eating
at lunch
time?

Eagle Valley Realty

6569 State Route 97  Narrowsburg, NY 12764
Phone 845-252-3085
Licensed in New York & Pennsylvania
Visit us on the web: www.eaglevalleyrealty.com
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9.8+ /- Acres with a Pond!!!
What a great place to build your dream home, overlooking
this spring-fed pond that is about 0.8+ /- acre!! Situated
on 9.8+/- acres that is mostly wooded with a stream and

approximately 1000’ of road frontage on a quiet country
lane. Tranquil setting for only $169,000. #10726

5 -

Wonderful Old Farmhouse!!

This home is untouched and ready to call home! Features a
country eat-in kitchen, cozy living room, three bedrooms,
full bath, hardwood floors throughout. Nicely set on 9+
acres with a pond and detached garage. Asking $249,000.
#6139
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ewengland.about.com/od/pump- Mary Greene
kincarving/l/blpmpkinpattern.
htm and get free pumpkin paint-
ing or carving patterns, includ-
ing “Pumpkin with Beret” and
“Pumpkin with Dreadlocks.” For
extra painting fun, try painting a
rock or even a basketball to look
like a pumpkin!

the pumpkin, holding it together
with a third rubber band. Paint
the pumpkin the traditional
colors of orange and green or
use your imagination to create a
vibrant variation.
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Do you have a
UNIQUE
COUNTRY
HOME?

Did you recently
RENOVATE OR

DECORATE

in an interesting
& creative way!

If so, we may want to
feature your home in

an upcoming issue of
OUR COUNTRY HOME.

Please contact section editor, Mary Greene,
with the details of your project. E-mail her at

marygreene@riverreporter.com or by phone
845/252-7414 ext. 30.

Michaer J. CHOJNICKI
-~ A R C H | T E C T

__

[__

My
\—

CALLII COON N Y |l 27 23
TELEPHO N E 845/88/7-418]1
macnjick@earthlinlk.net

THE ART OF ARCHITECTURE
Looking for GREEN=

LUST WOOD WORKS

Builder’s of LEED Certified Homes

Proficient in ICF and SIP
8458567398

John Lust
25 years of experience

“ONE OF THE WORLD’S BEST
ALL-INCLUSIVE RESORTS”

FAL'HLY CIRCLE MAGAZINE

WOODLOCH

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE & HOSPITALITY

800.WOODLOCH/966.3562
oo WOODLOCH.com

A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE 27



3 Bedroom Home, 10 Acres, Views

Very unique property with spectacular views of the Delaware
River Valley & Lackawaxen River. Well built home, living room
with wood stove, eat-in kitchen formal dining room, 20’ x 22’
family room, total seclusion. Estate sale $439,900

Adirondack Style Lakefront Estate

3 Bedroom Log-sided home has panoramic views of York Lake,
Huge living room with

floor to ceiling bluestone fireplace, hardwood floors thru out,
gourmet kitchen, monster size deck & wrap around porch for
entertaining, also great guest cottage & garage. 200 feet of
lakefront age, total seclusion, gated community. $999,900

Highland Lakefront Home

One of the only affordable lakefront homes on the market,
needs some work, but the property & view are almost worth the
price without the structure. New $36k “state of the art” septic
justinstalled. Worth a look? On 250 acre Highland Lake, great
motor boating, fishing & swimming. Location, location, location!
$269,000

L

York Lake Shores

Natural 100-acre non-motor boating lake
sits high on a mountain above the Dela-

ware River. Spring fed, sandy bottom, ideal

for swimming, boating & fishing. 5 Acre
parcels start at $79,900 with deeded rights
to 200 feet lakefront & 900 feet riverfront.
Private gated community, deed restricted.

Step back into time and enjoy this historic
home overlooking the Delaware River!

3 Bedrooms, new remodeled kitchen with
new appliances, rocking chair porch & open
deck, detached 2 car garage, nicely land-
scaped, much more ! $195,000

SINCE 1947

849-997-8600

Route 97
Barryville, NY

www.reberrealty.com

3 Acre Brook front Home site

Fully engineered & surveyed. Driveway in
and ready to build. Deeded rights to 1000
acre private “ greenbelt “ recreation area.
Also rights to1 mile of trout stream frontage.
Total seclusion, private road, all utilities.
$57,500

Raised Ranch

Sandwiched between two large estates on
a dead end town road sits this 2 bedroom,
2 bath home in excellent condition on

4.7 acres. Nice enclosed porch & open
deck, 1 car garage, full basement, oil heat,
close to the hamlet of Eldred, estate sale.
$229,000

Handsome Brick Ranch

Located on secondary town road outside
the hamlet of Barryville. This home was
built by European craftsmen on 5 wooded
acres. 3 large bedrooms, 2 full baths, beau-
tiful hardwood floors thru out, eat-in kitchen,
large living room with bluestone wood
burning fireplace, 2 car garage, mature
landscaping. A great home. $299,000

Cozy Cottage

This quaint little cottage has been totally
renovated, new ceramic tile bath, new
kitchen countertops & cabinets, new
hardwood floors, just move rightin ! Nicely
set on 1.4 acres, detached garage, 12 x 12
work shed and separate screened in porch.
Walk to 250 acre Highland Lake. $149,900
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Hills Afire
and Ripening
Tomatoes

Fall gardening hints

By WILL CONWAY

Although plants are slowing their growth and
readying for their well-deserved winter rest, fall is
an active time. This is the time of year to undertake
final harvest of garden produce such as tomatoes,
winter squash and cold-hearty lettuces. Vegetables
such as winter squash and onions are best left in
the field or in a protected spot near the house to dry
and ripen further. (When the cold weather hits, both
will continue to dry and sweeten in the house.) Fall
tomatoes can be saved by frost by placing them in
a paper bag to ripen slowly. Garden cleanup begins
at this time of year, and an initial concern is clean-
ing up dead and diseased foliage that might harbor
fungus and pests. The garden will look neater, and
make approaching planting chores easier. I put these
garden residues into the compost heap, where they
will slowly rot and turn into compost for condition-
ing the soil.

Compost and soil
enrichment

I keep three compost piles: one fresh,
one halfrotted and one well rotted. I wait
at least a year to use the third, so kitchen
wastes and other collected material is
thoroughly ready for use.

I add animal manures and compost
into my gardens in the fall. There is
no better time. Winter will allow fresh
manure to cool enough for spring trans-
plants. Depleted compost piles and flower
or vegetable beds can be replenished with
raked and mower-shredded leaves. Some
gardeners simply turn spent plants into
the soil, which is a fine way of adding
nutrients directly, if care is taken to
remove any diseased debris.

Planning for the future

Fall is the season for assessing your
garden’s structure, and to consider
adding new beds as needed. I've been col-
lecting dried seed from flowers & veggies,
and gathering herbs, seed heads and flow-
ers for drying. I lift overcrowded perenni-
als and divide as needed, and introduce
new selections. Fall is a good time to
plant trees and shrubs, too. A three- to
four-inch mulch can help protect tender
roots from winter blasts of cold. I keep
mulch material a few inches away from
tree and shrub trunks to discourage mice
gnawing at bark. Each week, I continue
to water deeply until frost sets firmly into
the ground. This is also a great time to
repair or build a cold frame that will be
ready for next year’s seedlings.

Tools

Tool maintenance is a priority in the
fall. Clean tools will last longer. I use
sand to clean clumps of dirt from shov-
els. I scrape away any caked-on dirt and
rinse the metal clean with water. Then, I
apply linseed oil to both wooden handles
and blades. Used motor oil is a great alter-
native. Oil will make the wood last and
prevent rust. Sharpen any tools that need
it before winter storage. When a freeze is
expected, be sure to drain all the water
from your hoses to prevent damage.

Autumn splendor

Fall presents us with colorful foliage
displays as plants prepare for dormancy.
When nights grow increasingly longer,
we are dazzled by the landscape, set

TRR file photo

on fire with shades of red, orange and
yellow. The fall garden attracts attention
with late bloomers. Fountain and wood-
land grass varieties can become founda-
tion plants for a bed of flowering sedums,
hardy chrysanthemums, asters and
goldenrods. Butterflies will be attracted
to many of the deer-resistant blooms of
native varieties. For a more complete
bedding, these can be set in front of a few
dwarf conifers, which offer interesting
shapes and year-round color. Conifers
come in various shades of green, some
gold, some in bluish or blue-green tones
with interesting textures, and you'll see
them as a perfect backdrop for blooming
shrubs or flowers.

Late in August, my local garden center
gave away unsold annuals for free. I took
a few geraniums home and brightened
up a quiet bed with their exuberant reds,
purples, pinks, oranges and whites for a
late-season show. Between these colors,
I placed two silvery licorice plants and
a burgundy sweet potato vine. Behind
these, I put five pale green and white
variegated basil. I was thrilled to give
the throwaways a good home and get an
unexpected show of color contrasts.

Houseplants and bulbs

At this time of year, I gather my house-
plants from their summer spots on the
porch and outside, and place them in a
shady area. I repot any that need it. I'll
leave them in the shade a few days to get
them used to low light conditions that
will be similar to the conditions once
they are back indoors. Browning leaves
and leaf drop happens in some species
because of the change in light conditions
and the lower humidity that is found in
most homes. I lift tender bulbs of gladiola,
dahlia and tuberous begonia. I dry bego-
nia stems until they are brittle and can be
broken off from the bulbs. To prepare rose
bushes for winter, I prune dead or dam-
aged branches and cut off any old flowers.
Using topsoil or mulch, I mound the bush
and cut canes back to six to 12 inches.
To completely protect the bush, you can
then cover it using a bushel basket.

Finally, I plant flowering bulbs of daf-
fodils, tulips and crocus now for beautiful
color in spring. I see this as an act of faith
in the future. It can help bolster the spirit
of spring’s lively return in any gardener’s
daydreams.

A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE 29



We’re leading in Industry because we are taking avantage of
technology, so why build your house the old-fashioned way?

e o S
e

eter Homes By
SHORTEN

More than 30 Modular Homes on Display ¢ Fully Decorated
1,000 to 3,500 Plus Sq. Ft. - Over 6 Quality Manufacturers

10-Year Homeowner’s Warranty * Bank Financing

Take Advantage of Technology
Call Shorten Homes

1-800-458-0249

“Living High with Low. Prices”

SHORTEN

1110 Scranton-Carbondale Hwy. « Scranton, PA 18508 « www.shortenhomes.com

30 OUR COUNTRY HOME FALL 2007



" i e
¥ "‘::
;‘;7 ?."‘ ¢ ~ “

- -
_ &
: e P

> f“‘ j"‘.‘ :.:’..
f;f £y R

. ' “

The Stourbridge Lion in Honesdale, PA.

The View from

the Train

Honesdale’s Stourbridge Lion

makes tracks for fall
By SHEILA DUGAN

On the train tracks, the mighty train tracks, the
Lion sleeps tonight—except when it is traversing
the Northeast Pennsylvania countryside along the
Lackawaxen River, from Honesdale to Hawley and
back again. It is fall foliage time, time to wander,
time to imagine, time to take a fantasy trip wher-
ever you want to go.

Back in the days when the Delaware and Hudson
(D&H) Canal Company operated a gravity railroad
to carry anthracite coal from Carbondale to the
head of their D&H Canal in Honesdale, the locomo-
tive was just a glimmer in the mind of D&H’s chief
engineer, John B. Jervis. In 1829, Jervis's dream
materialized as the original Stourbridge Lion—
the first locomotive in the country—was shipped
by its manufacturers in Stourbridge, England to
Honesdale, where it ran the three-mile distance
from Honesdale to Seelyville and back. While the
tough seven-and-a-half-ton locomotive performed
valiantly, the narrow-gauge track, constructed of
hemlock rails covered with metal, could not sup-
port the weight of the Lion, and the stalwart engine
was soon retired to its inevitable fate. In 1845, the
Stourbridge Lion, now reduced to nothing more
than its boiler, was put out to pasture, finding a
home, in 1890, in the Smithsonian Institution. Cur-
rently it is on display at the B&O Railroad Museum
in Baltimore, MD.

So where did this latest replica of the Stourbridge
Lion come from?

It all began in 1979 when the Wayne County
Chamber of Commerce leased a locomotive and
other necessary equipment from the New York,
Susquehanna and Western Railway (NYS&W), in
order to recreate the Lion'’s first excursion in honor

of the 150th anniversary of the birthplace of the
American Railroad. It turned out to be such a hit
that future excursions were planned. Five years
later, the chamber decided that it should buy its
own equipment, beginning with five coaches.
Finally, in 1987, the chamber purchased the pres-
ent Stourbridge Lion.

In 1988, under the supervision of executive direc-
tor Annetta DeYoung, the Stourbridge Lion excur-
sions expanded to 13, all on special holidays. Today
the schedule boasts approximately 26 excursions a
year, each with its own special theme. The biggest
draw of this past summer, according to DeYoung,
was the three-day exclusive state engagement of
“The Little Engine That Could,” a full-sized replica
of Watty Piper’s “I-think-I-can” engine that puffed
its way up hills and down valleys and brought good
things to good little boys and girls. As exhausting
as it was exhilarating, this event brought volun-
teers from all over Wayne County to put together
an extravaganza of entertainment, activities and
the train ride itself. The celebrity train spectacular
more than paid for itself in good will, according to
DeYoung and Chamber of Commerce Board mem-
ber Donna LaBar, as visitors from all over came to
see what Honesdale is all about.

Other than the glitzy, rare appearance of “The
Little Engine That Could” this past summer, The
Great Train Robbery is undoubtedly the biggest hit
of the summer excursions, attracting a western-
outfitted crowd of kids of all ages for the last dozen
years. And for as many years, a spunky group of
actors who bill themselves “Just The Cowboys”
have performed their dastardly deed somewhere
between Honesdale and Hawley throughout the
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summer months. Often parents and weekend hosts
hope to surprise their children and guests by not
letting them know what'’s in store for them on their
“dangerous” journey to Hawley. So, ticket sellers
have learned not to give away the mystery tour,
and have adopted the tactic of pointing to the bro-
chure, informing the purchaser of the day’s adven-
ture. “This is what we are featuring today,” they
say, usually to a smiling, nodding patron, often one
who has taken the trip before.

During this time of year, featured rides include
the fall foliage trips (Saturday, October 20) the
wine-tasting Grape Express (Sunday, October 21,
adults only), some Halloween fun (Saturday, Octo-
ber 27), the Santa Express with gifts for the kids
(December 1, 2, 9 and 15) and a five-hour round
trip to and from Hawley’'s Winterfest (Saturday,
December 8). A new season begins at Eastertime,
with the 2008 Bunny Run.

Before the floods of 2005 devastated the 25-mile
Stourbridge Line, upon which the Stourbridge Lion
runs, the tracks were shared with Gumble Brothers
Lumber and other local businesses. Last July, the
Stourbridge Line was boughtbyinvestorsconnected
with Ideal Steel Supply Corp., who intend to repair
thedamage andexpandtheline’sshipping potential.
Stourbridge Lion runs are expected to continue and
DeYoung is unfazed by the sale. “The future is
bright for an active railroad, “ she says.

For more information and reservations, down-
load the train schedule at www.waynecountycc.
com/train_schedule.php or call the Wayne County
Chamber of Commerce Stourbridge Line Trips at
800/433-9008 or 570/253-1960.
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New Homes * Custom Renovations ¢ Additions ¢ Siding
Fully Insured

570-559-7935

Joe Riccardi
Shohola, PA

~ ™
Offering different Catshkill
coverage possibilities Leaf Ga ar d
for homeowner’s insurance The only One-Piece seamless
n debris shedding gutter
We support growt on the market today.
D.R. BLUNM Never Clean Your Gutters
INSURANCE AGENCY Again—Guaranteed
871 Main Street ®* Honesdale, PA
' 84.5-482-5259
570-253-0191 Www.leafguarclinc.com
. y,
FRANK SMITH & SONS
Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING
PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS
SERVICE & REPAIR

Rotary Driller and/or
Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road ¢ Cochecton, NY 12726
845-252-6642

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ FULLY INSURED

elizabeth davidson
ARCHITECT

(=

- AJREL’A

TV & APPLIANCES

77 FAULKNER ROAD
HALE EDDY
HANCOCK, NY 13787
607-467-4626

Refrigerators - Ranges - Washers - Dryers
Microwaves - Freezers - Dishwashers
and more!

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH

o= e
VisA

Weekend Deliveries

Open 7 Days a Week
Mon-Tues-Wed 9-6 Thurs-Fri-Sat 9-8 Sun 11-4

HOUSING HINTS

Professional builders build more
than just good homes...
they build trust!

>

“Contractor Quality Commitment”
Sponsored by:

Please visit our website at
www.pikecountybuilders.com
' 570-296-5589

209 East Harford Street
Milford, PA

I
BUILDE

Pike CounTy

RS ASSOCIATION

A

—

—~—"

A A

T~ N

COMPLETE
EXPERIENCED SALES PARTS
STAFF AVAILABLE TO DEPARMTENT
ANSWER ALL YOUR FOR ALL
QUESTIONS MAJOR
APPLIANCES
PACKAGE PRICING
AVAILABLE “Whislpdol
DISHWASHER & ,4".
BOSCH MICROWAVE Tmana
S INSTALLATION VIKING),
ooy (270) 689-9757 =
e (570) 253-3874
ESIATE
—=WE Rt 590 to Rt. 348 [[TTI00
@ LG between Hamlin & Mt. Cobb
SHARP

Life's Good

www.aurels.com
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Walking
the Walk

Creating a workout room
inside the home

By CYNTHIA O. TOLIVER

If your life is anything like mine, you often find it
hard to balance work, family and social demands,
let alone to carve out time for going to the gym in
order to stay at the top of your physical game. Why
not install a home gymnasium? Running down to
the spare room or basement in your worn skivvies
or torn sweats is a lot easier than taking a shower,
putting on your expensive track suit and jumping
in the car to head out to the gym. Sure, you may
still want to visit your local gym some of the time,
but a home gym will remove any obstacles that pre-
vent or hinder you from getting or staying in shape.
And once the initial investment is made, think of
the money you will save!

It’s not a race, it’s a journey

We've all seen photos or videos of the fancy gym-
nasiums of the rich and famous, complete with per-
sonal workout coach. However, for anyone thinking
of putting together a home gym, have no fear. You
don't have to go bankrupt in order to be physically
fit. It is not as expensive as you may think.

To ensure that creating a home gym is a fun,
stress-free project, there are a few things you can
do. First, take a realistic look at your personal goals.
Are you a serious fitness enthusiast, or a beginner?
It might be a good idea to write out some simple
short- and long-term fitness goals that will help you
know which equipment to buy. Secondly, create
your budget. How much do you want to invest?
Remember to include the touches you will need to
make the space inviting and comfortable. Consider
how much space you have in your home. Can you
devote a whole room to your aerobics haven or will
the space have to perform double duty as, say, a
laundry room, guest bedroom or TV room?

If you are a beginner, or just not sure of what
you want, it is recommended that you start small.
Buy basic equipment that is reasonably priced, but
that can still make your physical goals attainable.
You can start off with a jump rope, a pair of hand
weights, a step or slide and a mat. This is a great

investment that can be had for less than $150.
Other inexpensive but effective items include resis-
tance bands, an exercise ball and a jump rope.
An instructional DVD or two is also an affordable
investment for the beginner.

Do your homework

Before you buy, talk to friends, visit your local
gym and do your research to get the most out of
your investment. Remember when comparing
prices that safety and durability are important fac-
tors. The least expensive equipment might not pay
off for you in the long run. Look at design and safety
features. Durability is key, and parts should be easy
to replace, if necessary.

How comfortable is the equipment you are
buying? Will you be able to add on to it? You will
need equipment that allows you to increase the
level of challenge as your fitness progresses. If at all
possible, check the machine out before you bring
it home. If you are buying online, see if your local
gym has something comparable, remembering that
the equipment at your gym tends to be of a higher
quality. It may be possible to buy used equipment,
especially if you are looking at high-end pieces. A
warranty and service plan are great pluses. If others
in your family plan on using the gym, be sure to
consult with them as well.

Location, location, location

Wherever you plan to create your new prize gym,
don't try to cram too much equipment into a small
space. It is ideal to leave an equal amount of open
space and space for the equipment. Items such as
mats, balls, jump ropes and weights can store easily
in a bin or in a closet. A boom box will provide some
light jazz, classical music or heavy metal—what-
ever your taste—while you work out. Some like to
catch up with television news or listen to books on
tape while working the treadmill or cycle. Create
your space in a part of the house that is accessible
at odd hours, such as late at night or early in the
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morning, so that you can work out when you want
without disturbing others. Often gyms end up in a
basement, which is ideal for privacy and noise. If
you are above ground, consider placing the equip-
ment where you can see out a window.

Resources

Karen Weiss is an experienced personal trainer
in Monticello, NY (845/791-5932) who will con-
sult with you on your fitness goals and how best to
accomplish them. She is also a nutritionist and will
help you plan the best possible menu to maximize
your physical well being and personal workout.

Cindy Fricasse of the Liberty Fitness Center
in Liberty, NY (845/292-0756) has been a fit-
ness instructor for over 20 years. She advises the
beginner to “start small with a pair of handweights,
an appropriate mat, a bottle of water, a towel and
a smile!” She also reminds you to “remember to
breath, remember to stretch before, during and
after class, and don't be too hard on yourself.” Start
small, she says, and work your way up to your phy-
ical goals.

Fricasse is offering one free trial class to first
timers. Call for details.

John Chevalier, a fitness instructor for seven
years at the Fitness Factory in Monticello, NY
(845/794-7344), adds his opinion that “a tread-
mill, a utility bench, an ab machine, ab rocker or ab
roller are good pieces of equipment to begin for the
serious home gym enthusiast.”

There are also a wealth of places to order equip-
ment online, including www.fittv.discovery.com,
www.bowflex.com, www.proform.com and www.
bestbuyfitness.com. Talk to the fitness instructor at
your local gym for more suggestions and ideas.

Remember, you don't have to give up your trips to
the gym. However, a gym in your home is not only a
wonderful convenience, but an affordable and wise
investment that will enable you to accomplish your
healthy lifestyle goals any time of the day or night.
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T wo Fabulous Listings
through Associate Brokcr

Cathy Stcfanuk
8457947814, Ext.18

%cr

Rcaltg Associates, Inc.

Legal 2 Family! Occupied by 2 great ten- Just Needs a Family! Charming 3BR/ZBA
ants, or live in 1 & rent the 2nd! Newly paint- on 2.5 acres one mile from Woodridge, with
ed & approved for a 3rd aptin the bsmt. Very a pond, back deck, covered picnic area off
well built & in good cond, needs some minor the 2 car detached garage & many improve-
repairs. Has an XL backyard. $129,900 17882 ments, including a new drive. $239,200 20490

www.yeagerrealtgassociates.com

Sell your home
in a New York Minute

s
Oahe Phone Call* One Order * One Bill

". Now you can advertise your listings in NY_{C,
Long Island,Western'NY and Central NY. |
Reach éach'rﬁégionmfb? as | ow'as $1 40. <
- all*regions for as' little as $390! 5wt
= x..g‘é gt

For more information, call Emily, NYSCAN Diréctor
SN 845-252-7414

: - e
ofie=mail emily@riverreporter.com

—sazezbd - ; -

A Specz’a/ Place in the Caum‘:y

& M. || AFFORDABLE ON THE RIVER

s | | Wonderful 76’ riverfront cottage with all new paint
and carpet. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath. Year-Round
enjoyment. C3483 $199,000.

VICTORIAN VILLAGE HOME

1900’s home in river village with original
woodwork, plaster walls and hardwood floors.

7 rooms, inc. 3 bedrooms, formal DR and finished
attic. C 3478 $127,00.

PERFECT RIVERFRONT GETAWAY

Beautiful, deep spot on the river, house is low
maintenance and high enjoyment with 4 bedrooms, Ig.
window wall LR and eat-in kitchen and screen porch
overlooking the river. C 3462 $369,000.

WONDERFUL FARMHOUSE ON 2.75
PASTORAL ACRES

Tastefully updated 1900’s farmhouse on open acreage
with lovely views, two ponds and a comfortable
screened patio/porch. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2100 sq.
feet. C3487 $329,000.

FIXER-UPPER ON AMAZING LAND

Lush landscape of this 23.80-acre property will
pull you in. A gem in the rough. 3 out buildings,
streams, a great place to ride your ATV or horses.
C3486 $205,000.

For more information on these properties or others call us at 845-887-4444
or visit our web site WWw.klimchok.com.

Klimchok Real Estate

i Lower Main Street, Callicoon, NY

Style.

MTIUTA AN A
Function. Harmony.

RASMUSSEN’S
UprrPER DELAWARE FURNITURE

STYLISH HOME FURNISHINGS FOR LESS
Open Monday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Thursday 10 am-7 pm « 90 Main Street « Narrowsburg, NY « 12764 « Phone: 845-252-3901
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Modular
Housing

Is it for you?
By CHARLES PETERSHEIM

Modular—kit house—pre-fab—dwell house—
whatever you want to call it, the factory-built house
has been getting serious attention from professional
designers and a second look from homeowners who
once considered them a step beneath the traditional
hand-built, stick-framed house we all know and
love.

Let’s face it—>building a house hasn't changed
much in the last 70 years. Sure, the codes have
gotten stronger and stricter, and we use better,
safer materials, but the whole idea of 16-inch-on-
center, stud-by-stud, rafter-by-rafter construction
is not a new idea, or a very progressive one. One
could argue a kitchen steak knife has seen more
structural advances over the past half century than
most of the houses being built today.

But, as they say, if it ain’'t broke, don't fix it. Is the
stick-built house broke? In need of replacement? Is
modular better, faster and easier?

Design

To take full advantage of modular construction,
most home buyers will choose a modular model
within the current selection being offered by the
chosen modular retailer. The options will include a
collection of different designs, and a host of different
finishes and fixtures. A bit of research will reveal
what design best suits your taste and budget.

To venture into truly custom design within the
modular world is to eliminate the main advantages
of modular—speed and price. For the most part,
modular retailers are not custom home builders. In
modular design, the houses are broken down into
“boxes,” and the boxes are limited in size to what
can fit on a truck. The boxes can fit together end-
lessly to create infinite room sizes and variations,

Photo by Charles Perersheim

A stick=built farm house by Catskills Farms, Kenoza Lake, NY

but each connection limits and constricts the design
freedoms.

A traditional home can adopt a lot of variations
from any number of existing designs—incorporat-
ing what is liked, changing other items and elimi-
nating or expanding walls and rooms without
much issue.

Construction

It’s fairly obvious that a home built in a climate-
controlled environment, with the wood and materi-
als protected from the elements, is a superior method
of construction. As David Goodstein of Brookside
Homes likes to say, “Show me a traditional house
that goes down the highway at 70 miles a hour.”
For the most part, the days of modular homes being
of inferior quality is past (regardless of what the
tax assessor says). Of all the arguments for modu-
lar housing, certainly this protection from the ele-
ments, and lack of delay that the elements can cause
on site, are foremost.

Site preparation

The trees aren't cleared in a factory, a well isn't
drilled indoors—you still need your electric, foun-
dation, septic and driveway installed—so, regard-
less of where the house is built, a large amount of
work is still required on site. The professional man-
agement of the site development is probably the
biggest hurdle to consistently making modular a
quicker method of construction. While a traditional
home can be built anywhere—cliffside, nestled in
the trees, high on a mountain—a modular home-
site is more limited: the site needs to be open and flat
enough for a crane and a tractor trailer to access
and unload.

Cost

Though prices range wildly, a standard model
modular home with some bells and whistles is
probably less expensive than the traditionally built
home. It's reasonable to assume that the site devel-
opment costs are the same either way. Customiza-
tion of the factory modular model can lessen the
cost advantages.

Final analysis

When the rubber meets the road, new modular
construction offers a great option for homebuyers,
especially in a region where construction labor is
scarce. If the homebuyer favors a showroom floor
model or catalog model, and the retailer offers assis-
tance with the site work, choosing modular can pay
off in many ways, including speed of construction,
overall price and, most importantly, lessening the
stress of coordinating a builder and his 35 subcon-
tractors.

Design-wise, modular construction comes
with one major drawback: the inability to make
changes and improvise once plans are finalized and
in motion. With a modular, all your decisions are
made in the factory, and since the house is deliv-
ered nearly finished, any changes—such as bump-
ing out the bedroom wall an extra foot, adding a
window or cabinets or extra electrical outlets, could
be prohibitively expensive. The methodical nature of
traditional construction reduces missed opportuni-
ties, and allows time for the house to “speak to you”
architecturally about what it wants to become.

Which way you go depends on what you want,
need and can afford out of the home construction
experience. Either way, you end up with a house—
to care for, maintain and love.

Charles Petersheim is owner of Catskill Farms in Kenoza Lake, NY.
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~ Callicoon
Escape to the
serenity of the
beautiful Catskill
Mountains with
panoramic views,
peaceful and
secluded wooded
parcels. Just
waiting for you to
build your Dream
Home in the
‘Delaware Ridge
Estates.’ Less
than 2 miles from
the quaint town

of Callicoon on PHASE Il NOW OPEN |

the Magnificent 5+ Acres

" Delaware River. | and Homes

. Only 90 minutes ~ AqSas 8870 Route 97

W from New York City, & - Callicoon, NY 12723
10 minutes from A 845-887-6100 |

% Bethel Woods. : ‘ www.delawareridgeestates.com
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It's All in the

Details

No Loose Ends provides

worry-free home
organization
By CASS COLLINS

Ron Lee wants you to relax, and
he’ll go to great lengths to see that
you do. Ron and his wife Jeanene
are no strangers to busy lives. But
they manage to keep things “just so,”
according to Ron, by attending to
details—their own and those of their
lucky clients.

The couple’s concierge service,
No Loose Ends, serving customers
in New York'’s Sullivan and Orange
counties, is dedicated to taking the
worry out of trying to accomplish
mundane and/or time consuming
tasks so that their clients can concen-
trate on enjoying time with family
and friends. “You come to the coun-
try to relax,” says Ron. “You do not
need to worry about loose ends.”

Ron is a 1974 Washingtonville
High School graduate who spent
much of his adult life in the suburbs
of Westchester County. In 2000, he
and his bride returned to the rural
calm of the Catskills and found life
here to be “the best of both worlds,”
he says, combining the beauty of the
natural world with the “ability to be
in the city in an hour and change.”

A self-confessed “type-A” personal-
ity, Ron is the kind of guy who makes
elaborate sand castles at the shore
while most of us are conked out over
thelatest beach read. Up at 4:30 every
morning with the songbirds that dot
his property, Ron has plenty of time
to pursue his passion for gardening
and landscaping, before attending to
the day’s work. And every day is dif-
ferent, which is just the way he likes
it.

“I've never liked being pigeon-
holed,” says this eclectic soul. His
career paths have crossed many
times, from modeling to bartend-

ing (he took a course in bartending
before opening a bar called Masquer-
ade with partners in Westchester).
He spent years running a fine arts
and antiques business in Pelham
before the bar venture, and studied
at the New York School for Interior
Design. He has done event planning
and catering, once making a bird’s
nest out of cheese for a client’s affair.

Through it all, his attention to
detail has made the difference. “Some
people think $150 a day is steep for
house cleaning,” says Ron, “butI find
the best people, screen them thor-
oughly, interviewing and checking
references” (he'll go as far as to run
professional background checks if
requested), “and I guarantee satisfac-
tion.”

No Loose Ends can provide event
planning, catering, spa services,
waiters and bartenders and personal
shopping as well as house cleaning.
They will even pick up dry cleaning
and pharmacy orders and wait for
deliveries or repair services at your
home, for a five-hour minimum fee.

For a recent customer, a contrac-
tor in Swinging Bridge, Ron made
a welcome basket for a new hom-
eowner, filled with gourmet utensils
and other goodies, that was a big hit.

In the ‘70s, Ron rented a bunga-
low in Wurtsboro and remembers
thinking, “I could never live here.”
Now, from his home on Yankee Lake,
he watches eagles nest “next door,”
and says, “It never bores me.”

With a business like No Loose Ends,
boredom is not likely to be a factor.

Contact Ron Lee on line at No-
Loose-Ends.com or at 845/888-0000.

TRR file photos
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Your Kitchen is the
Heart of Your Home.

Upgrade Now to Merillat Classic Series Cabinets

For a Limited Time Only!
Upgrade to Merillat Classic Series Cabinets’
Absolutely Free!

Your Kitchen is the Heart of Your Home! ADDITIONAL BONUS! All homes produced in the month of
February 2008 (under the Dream Kitchen promotion) will

What better way to beautify your new home receive the following upgrade in addition to the Classic Series

than by adding the Classic Series Cabinet Cabinets. Hurry . . . offer valid for limited time only. See your
de absolutely £ [ J authorized independent builder for details.

upgra < IO ITELE W) YL Sl QLS e Classic Series Deluxe Option which includes 3/4" thick

kitchen. Call us today, and take advantage of Dovetail Drawer Construction, 3/4" thick Wall Cabinet

this special kitchen offer. Discover how easy it Shelves & Undermount Drawer Glides.

is to build the new home of your dreams! QU ALITY CRAFTED
HOMES

County Road 25 & Rt. 52 * Narrowsburg, NY 12764
(845) 252-7301

% InDEPENDENT AUTHORIZED BUILDER
%@\ WESTCHESTER MODULAR HOWEES, INC.

AN EMPLOYEE OWNED COMPANY

* Upgrades on the Merillat kitchen cabinet promotion will vary depending upon
the week your home is ordered and built from the factory. Hurry, on line
production spots are limited and will be assigned on a 1st come/Ist served basis.
See participating Westchester Modular Homes' authorized builders on how to
qualify for this promotion. Don’t wait, this promotion is for a limited only!
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Steady, Strong ‘
Common Sense Lendmg

N

- Now oﬁering:
30 YEAR
FIXED RATE
MORTGAGES

There is no mortgage
lending crisis for The First
National Bank of Jeffersonville=
That’s because we are well run,
highly capitalized and tightly
- regulated. The First National
Bank of Jeffersonville is, andj %
walways has been,a commoﬂ‘,
sense lender focused on d'oianéi

'1
what is best for our customers

THE FIRST Main Office
NATIONAL @ 845-482-4000 £0ne Place
JEFFERSONVILLE| www.jeffbank.com to gﬂi

LENDER TeCinby 1B 24-hour ATMs at all locations

EQUAL HOUSING
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Unique Homes for
Unique Homeownerss.

Feed the Dream.
wwwethecatskillfarms.com
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